CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
OCTOBER 26, 2018

Redesigned League City Website Launches

O

n Monday, October 22, the League City
Communications Department launched a new
City website that is mobile-friendly, easier to
navigate, and is dedicated to providing relevant and timely
information to the residents of League City regarding
services, resources, and events as well as available
opportunities to engage and participate in the government
process.
The site was designed to be user-friendly and to have a
“modern” look and feel that includes more visual elements
including photos, graphics, and the use of icons. Members
of the Communications team worked with CivicPlus, a
website design and hosting company, over the last several
months to design the new website and migrate content
over from the previous site. Several focus groups made
up of League City residents also provided their input and
feedback on the design, navigation features, and content.
“Now that the site is live, the real work begins,” said
League City Communications Director Sarah Greer
Osborne. “We will be collecting feedback and input from
users and visitors to the site over the next several months
so we can make the homepage and other popular pages

more user-centric and make updates and improvements to
all the department pages as well.”
New features on the site include:
• Your City at Work videos that highlight the role of various
League City departments
• #LCLocal profiles of the residents and businesses that
make up League City
• Heart of League City videos that highlight locally-owned
businesses
• I am League City profiles of City staff members
Have an idea on how to improve or make the website
better? Email Communications@leaguecitytx.gov.

Early Voting Open this Weekend and Continues Until November 2
A record number of Galveston and Harris County voters
have turned out this week to take part in early voting for
the November 6 mid-term elections. League City residents
can cast their vote for the City’s Mayor and City Council
positions 1,2,6 and 7 as well as several propositions that
amend League City’s charter. For a full list of candidates and
information on the propositions, click here.
Early voting locations for those League City residents who
live in Galveston County include: Creekside Intermediate,
4320 W. Main (FM 518); North County Annex, 174 Calder
Road; CCISD Administration Building, 2425 E. Main (FM
518); COM (North Building), 200 Parker Court; Creekside

Intermediate, 4320 W. Main St., or any of the locations
listed on the county’s website at www.galvestonvotes.org.
League City voters residing in Harris County can early vote
at the Freeman Branch Library, 16616 Diana Lane, Houston,
Texas 77062, or at any of the locations listed on the county’s
website at www.harrisvotes.com.
Early voting in all locations will remain open between the
hours of:
• 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 27
• 1 to 6 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 28
• 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday Oct. 29 through Friday, Nov. 2
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WWI Centennial Anniversary
At the October 23 City Council meeting, League
City Mayor Pat Hallisey and council members made
a proclamation declaring November 11, 2018 as
WWI Centennial Day. The City will mark the 100 year
anniversary of the war during the City’s annual Veterans
Day Memorial event at the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex on
November 11.

Museum from noon to 8 p.m. on Friday, October 26
and Saturday, October 27 at the League City Historical
Society's Barn Museum. The exhibit includes original
artifacts depicting all facets of the war from trench warfare
to a photographic and cinematic treatment of the war
to Christmas time during the conflict. Visitors can either
embark on a self-guided tour of the exhibit, join guided
tours that begin at the top of each hour, or listen to WWI
re-enactors on Saturday from noon to 5 p.m. Admission is
free, but donations will be accepted. For more information
visit www.leaguecityhistory.org.

League City residents can learn more about The Great
War by visiting the WWI 100th Anniversary Mobile

City to Begin Pursuing Grants from Private Foundations
Earlier this month, League City Parks Planner/Project
Manager Bob Dukes attended a two-day training on
grant writing provided by Grants USA. The training
provided instruction, guidance, and best practices on
how League City can better solicit grant funding from
private foundations and government agencies. In addition,
during the training, Grants USA provided an exhaustive

list of grant resources that will benefit the City’s Parks
Grant program. With the information provided, the City
plans to apply for grants from various private foundations
in the near future. The City will also likely pursue grant
applications with state and federal government agencies
that sponsor grant programs benefitting parks and natural
areas.

FM 270 Boat Ramp
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Grant Boating
Access Grant application for the FM 270 Boat Ramp has
moved into the review and approval process at TPWD’s
Recreation Grants branch. That approval process will
involve TPWD staff reviewing applications over a several
month process. Final funding will be awarded by the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in mid to late 2019, barring
delays due to permitting and other project review steps.
Construction should begin by the second quarter of 2020
following final design, bidding, and Council approval of a
construction contract.
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Things are Getting Spooky Around Here
Staff members are prepping for various Halloween
activities that League City families can start enjoying as
early as this weekend. On Saturday, October 27 from
6 to 10 p.m., adults and children ages 12 and up can
get spooked and scared, courtesy of the League City
Volunteer Fire Department. Firefighters have spent the
last two weeks transforming Fire Station No. 4, located
at 175 Bay Area Blvd., into a haunted house. The event is
free, but canned food donations to the League City Fire
Department are accepted.

Families with children of all ages are invited to come to the
Helen Hall Library on Wednesday, October 31 and trick-ortreat anytime from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Children, teens, and
adults are encouraged to dress up.
City staff members also competed this week in the first
ever League City Department Pumpkin Decorating
Contest. Nearly a dozen departments carved, painted,
and even built props to accompany their pumpkin entries.
The pumpkins will be on display in the front lobby of City
Hall until October 31.
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CIP Updates
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002): The project
will convert Calder Road from an open ditch rural roadway
to a concrete curb and gutter enclosed storm sewer
roadway. Despite the recent rainy weather, the contractor
has formed and installed approximately 1,000 feet of
concrete on the west side of the roadway. Currently,
the contractor is preparing for concrete pavement from
Weyer Street to the roundabout. The City had anticipated
the roadway would open to two-way traffic near the end
of the year, however, the extended periods of heavy
rain during September and October have affected the
construction schedule and restoring two-way traffic is now
anticipated in mid-February 2019. The City continues to
work closely with the contractor to identify opportunities
to expedite construction and make up for the delay in the
schedule.
Turner/Butler Reconstruction (CIP#ST1501):
This project is to design and construct improvements
to Turner Road from Calder to Butler, the intersection
at Turner and Butler, and to Butler Road from Turner
to League City Parkway. These improvements include
the widening of Turner to three lanes to match the lane
configuration of Calder, the installation of a roundabout
at the intersection of Turner and Butler to improve
intersection efficiency, and to widen Butler to provide for
an improved lane configuration to assist traffic movement
at the intersection of Butler and League City Parkway. This
project is currently 70 percent complete with design and
working to acquire two parcels of land.

Downtown Revitalization – Park Avenue
(CIP# ED1503): As part of the Downtown Revitalization
Project, improvements to Park Avenue include removing
and replacing existing asphalt pavement with concrete
pavement, on-street parking, sidewalks, pavers, storm
sewers, manholes, and streetscape items. The City is
currently seeking bids for this project under Bid No.
CIP-19-006. Additional details regarding the bid posting
can be found on the City’s website and on the CivCast
website at www.CivCastUSA.com.
Vance Street Asphalt Rehab (CIP# ST1803):
The Vance Street Reconstruction Project will resurface
approximately 640 feet of asphalt road from the cul-desac at the north end to the intersection of Vance Street
and Walker Street. Crews have made significant progress
by mobilizing, milling, and performing base repairs along
Vance Street. Weather delays have slowed progress, but
completion continues to be anticipated in November
2018.
Asphalt Rehab Package 3 (CIP# RE1704): This project
is an asphalt overlay as part of the City’s infrastructure
reinvestment program. This package includes the
following roads to be rehabilitated: Mayhaw Street (9th),
Olive Street, Peach Street, Strawberry (west side), Virginia
Avenue, Arkansas Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Oklahoma
Avenue, Kentucky Avenue, Dallas Street, Waco Avenue,
and Perkins Avenue. Crews have completed milling of the
old asphalt, performed base repairs, and applied level-up
(first layer of asphalt) on Kentucky Avenue, Oklahoma
Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Arkansas Avenue, and most of
Olive Street. Weather has caused some delays, but crews
are working diligently to maximize efficiency.
League City Animal Care and Adoption Center
(CIP# PD1502): The new facility will be a single-story
animal care and adoption center with approximately
13,200 square feet of floor area and will include green
space, parking, and site improvements. The City is
currently seeking proposals for this project under RFP No.
PD-19-001. The advertisement closing date is October
30, 2018, at 2 p.m. Additional details regarding the
advertisement can be found on the City’s website.
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Hometown Heroes 5K Loop Trail
As part of the planning process for the 5K Loop
Trail for Hometown Heroes Park, the City of League
City’s design consultant, TBG Partners Landscape
Architects, recently administered an online survey
to residents and 5K enthusiasts. The results of the
survey have been reviewed and are being considered
as part of the continuing design process for the
trail project. Some of the questions asked on the
survey gave important direction to City staff and
consultants.
For example, the question, “Would you like the trail
to be able to support other distances, and what
are the desired distances?” was answered by 184
respondents with over 64 percent preferring a onemile alternative and 34 percent asking for a 2K route.
Many other distances were suggested, including
a 1/4 mile and 1K. It is very likely that many of the
alternative distances can be accommodated on the
course that is being planned.
Distance markers along the trail will make it possible
for users to determine various lengths of runs. The

tentative route for the trail recommended by the
City’s consultant is being reviewed by staff at this
time.
The goal of the design is to provide a 10-foot wide
trail that can be used by those training for 5K events
as well as other length races. The trail will also allow
for 5K races to be run within the park rather than
on city streets, which has required the closing of
some streets for the duration of races. The trail will
be constructed with $1,200,000 in 4B Corporation
funding with an additional $200,000 to come from a
grant from the Texas Recreational Trails Grant fund,
a grant program handled by Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD).
A grant application is being prepared for submission
near the first of 2019. $500,000 of the trail funding
is providing a match for improvements to Bayridge
Park via another TPWD grant application that was
submitted in October. That half million dollars will
pay for a portion of the 5K trail improvements in
Hometown Heroes Park as well.
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Public Works Updates
Stormwater

City Stormwater
crews continue
drainage outfall
maintenance along
the power diversion
channel. This lateral
channel is part of
Robinson’s Bayou
drainage system and
serves the area near
Beaumont, Power,
and Walker Streets.

Traffic & Transportation

The traffic signals at Lawrence Road at Village Way have
been reconfigured to increase mobility and decrease
delays. Additional traffic eastbound and westbound
near the campuses in CCISD’s Education Village have
been causing drivers delays and difficulty when turning
left using the left-turn yield configuration. While drivers
were yielding, the green light timer would run out, so
they would find themselves stuck waiting for the next
green light. By adding green arrow indicators, adjusting
signal operations for both eastbound and westbound
movements, and by adding protected left turns arrows,
drivers no longer need to yield to the opposite direction.
After a couple weeks, drivers in the area will adjust to this
change and will start to move more efficiently and with
less hesitation when the traffic signals turn green for either
of these directions.

Wastewater

The Dallas Salmon Wastewater Treatment Plant and
Southwest Water Reclamation Facility use ultraviolet light
(UV) for final effluent disinfection. Ultraviolet disinfection
is a physical process that instantaneously neutralizes
microorganisms as they pass by ultraviolet lamps
submerged in the effluent. The process adds nothing
to the water but UV light, and therefore, has no impact
on the chemical composition or the dissolved oxygen
content of the receiving water. League City wastewater
operators routinely inspect and clean the UV quartz
sleeves to maintain optimum UV disinfection. Preventative
maintenance measurers are conducted frequently to
achieve exceptional water quality for the protection of
human health and the environment.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Park Operations

As daylight hours continue to shorten, Parks Operations
staff members are double-checking exterior lighting for
outages and repairing or replacing where necessary.
The first round of rye grass application at all City parks is
underway, and this week staff applied seeds at the Bark
Park at Countryside during Monday’s maintenance day
closure. Staff also cleared the Sportsplex pavilion’s gutters
of debris, including vegetation, water bottles, and a variety
of sports balls and equipment that have accumulated.

Astronomy in the Park
This Saturday and Sunday

The City of League City has
partnered with the Houston
Astronomical Society to offer
Astronomy in the Park the
last weekend of each month.
Families and children of all ages
can learn about astronomy
and participate in viewings of
the stars at night. If the skies
cooperate, participants can view several planets and stars,
including Mercury, Venus, Mars, Saturn and Jupiter. The
next viewing is scheduled for October 26 and 27 at Rustic
Oaks Park at 7 p.m. The park is located at 5101 Orange
Blossom in League City. Viewings are free and open to the
public.

Teen Late Night at the Helen Hall Library

League City teens are invited to come out to the Helen
Hall Library on November 17 for an after-hours, librarywide game of Sardines. To play Sardines, a person hides,
and everyone searches for the hidden person. Whenever
someone finds the hidden person, they quietly join them
in the hiding spot. The hidden group will soon start to
resemble a bunch of sardines.The fun starts at 6 p.m. and
goes until 7 p.m. in the Library Theater.
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Water Usage Tracker
The City’s Utility Billing Department is working with the
Communications Department to spread the word about
the City’s new water usage tracker. The online tool
allows water customers to view their usage, check their
current meter reading and previous readings, and set
alerts.
It’s easy to sign up:
• Click this link: https://my-leag.sensus-analytics.com/
login.html#/signin
• Click "Need to set up an account"
• Input your email address again and click "Get Started"
• Go to your email inbox and open the email and click
the link
• Enter your information:
Email Address
Account number(include the dash)
Input your street number
Create a password (must be: at least 8 characters long,
use at least one upper-case character, use at least one
number, must not contain regular works, and use at
least one of the following special characters: . , ! ' % $
&*- ”
• Click submit
• At the login page, input your email address, your new
password, and then click login
For more information, please see our User Guide at
this link: http://www.leaguecity.com/DocumentCenter/
View/16203/CUSTOMER-PORTAL-USER-GUIDE20180221?bidId=
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Public Safety Updates
LCPD to ‘Beard it Up’ in November

Beginning November 1 through November 30, male
employees at the League City Police Department will
be allowed to wear a beard or goatee no matter their
current assignment. In addition, female employees will
be allowed to paint their nails however they choose. The
catch is, each officer will have to pay $30 per goatee,
$50 per beard, and $30 per manicure. The event is part
of a fundraiser called the “Beard It Up” and “Color For
The Cure” campaign for cancer, organized by The Cure
Starts Now (CSN). CSN’s Houston Chapter is doing the
campaign this year in honor of Nicole Lee who passed
away at age 13 from Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma
(DIPG). Those wanting to support our LCPD employees
and donate can click on the following links:
• Donations for male officers
• Donations for female officers

LCVPD Participation in
Friendswood-League
City Paddling Regatta

On Sunday, October 21,
the League City Volunteer
Fire Department provided
a rescue/patrol escort for
the first ever FriendswoodLeague City Paddling
Regatta. The event drew 45 boats of all kinds with 60
paddlers who traveled seven miles along Clear Creek from
1776 Park in Friendswood to Countryside Park in League
City. The event was a combined effort of the League
City and Friendswood Rotary Clubs. The event was very
successful and is destined to become an annual event.
The fastest time overall was posted in the “unlimited”
boat category with a time of 47 minutes.

Get Ready for the Holidays in League City

It’s not too early to start planning for the holidays, and that
includes League City’s annual Holiday in the Park Festival.
The three-day, family-friendly tradition features shopping,
food, entertainment, and several parades including the
Children’s Parade, Pet Parade, and the Grand Night
Parade.
The League City Proud Organization is now selling tickets
for the Saturday, November 10, League City Holiday
Ball, which benefits the Holiday in the Park festivities. The
black-tie optional dinner at 7 p.m. at South Shore Harbour
Resort features entertainment by the Mambo Kings.
Tickets are $65. Click here to purchase tickets.

League City Proud is also now also accepting applications
for festival sponsorship, vendors, and entries into this
year’s Grand Night Parade.
• Vendor information: https://www.leaguecityproud.com/
vendor-information
• Sponsorship Information: https://www.leaguecityproud.
com/sponsor
• Email LeagueCityProud@yahoo.com if interested in
entering a float in the Grand Night Parade on Saturday,
Dec. 1.
For information on other upcoming League City holiday
events, go to www.leaguecity.com/holidays.
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Communications Updates
#LCLocal of the Week

It’s week seven of a new campaign to help current and
future residents get to know more about the people
of League City. Every Tuesday, the Communications
Department posts a new #LCLocal profile on the City’s
social media channels and at www.leaguecity.com/lclocals.
If you know someone who should be profiled, email
Communications@leaguecitytx.gov.

One of the hardest working teams at League City is
the Line Repair Department. This dedicated crew is
responsible for the repair and maintenance of water and
sewer lines, equipment, and facilities throughout the City.
They often work late nights, weekends, and are known to
get a little dirty on the job. Learn more in this edition of
Your City at Work.

Get this week's LC Lowdown

Upcoming Events
Oct. 31: Halloween at Helen Hall Library
Nov. 6: Election Day
Nov. 8: Town Hall Meeting
Nov. 11: Veterans Day Memorial Event
Bark Park One Year Birthday Pawty

