CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
SEPTEMBER 21, 2018

Mayoral and Council Candidate Forums

T

he League City Regional Chamber of Commerce
and i45NOW are hosting a League City Mayoral
Candidate Forum on Wednesday, October 3,
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Butler's Courtyard. The forum
will be moderated by TJ Aulds of i45NOW and is open
to the public. Prior to the forum, from 9:00-9:30 a.m., the
candidates running for League City Council positions will
also be available for a "meet and greet."

I-45 Closure Canceled

The southbound IH-45 closure scheduled for this weekend
has been postponed again due to weather. It has been
rescheduled for next Friday, September 28 through
Monday morning, October 1. During this time period,
there will be a total closure of the I-45 Gulf Freeway
southbound main lanes between FM 518 and SH 96 while
the Texas Department of Transportation restripes the

In addition, the Chamber and i45NOW are hosting
three separate City Council candidate forums from
6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Johnny Arolfo Civic Center on
the dates below:
• October 3: Position 7
• October 10: Position 1
• October 11: Position 6
lanes as part of
the I-45 widening
project in the
League City
area. Motorists traveling
southbound on the I-45 will be detoured
at the FM 518 exit to the I-45 southbound frontage
road and continue through the signalized intersections to
re-enter the I-45 southbound main lanes after SH 96.
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‘Facing Addiction’ Town Hall September 26
The public is invited to attend a "Facing Addiction"
town hall followed by an overdose prevention training
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 26 at the
Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center. The town hall aims to
raise awareness and decrease stigmatization towards
community members and the families impacted by
addiction. The goal is to empower citizens, families,
and individuals with education, current information and
data, and the tools and skills necessary to effectively and
successfully deal with mental health and substance use
disorders. The event is free to attend and will include a
five-person panel, an overdose prevention discussion,
and Naloxone administration training. The League City
Communications Department has created a video,

which is airing on channel 16 and the City’s social media
channels, to help promote the community event.

Close Out of FY 2018 Budget
The City is a week away from the beginning of a Fiscal
Year 2019. The Finance Department has issued a year end
calendar to all department directors with due dates for
submitting final invoices and other financial transactions
to ensure a smooth and timely close for Fiscal Year 2018.

Systems, as well as budgets, are expected to be loaded
and ready October 1 to begin processing transactions
for FY 2019. Over the next few months, Finance will be
working hard to finalize FY 2018 financials in preparation
for the annual external audit.

Doing Business with the City
On Thursday, September 20, Purchasing Manager Al Turner held a “Doing Business with the City” workshop at the
Civic Center. Over a dozen interested vendors attended the workshop, which was hosted by the League City Regional
Chamber of Commerce. Another workshop is planned for next month.

New Budget & Financial Planning Manager
Robin Cochran has been promoted to
Budget and Financial Planning Manager.
Cochran has been with the City for two
years, serving as Senior Financial Analyst.
Prior to that, she worked for American
National.
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Fire Updates
Fire Alarm and Sprinkler System Saves a Life

Recently, the League City Fire Department was
dispatched to an automatic fire, sprinkler-flow alarm at
the Delaney Assisted Living Center at South Shore, a
four-story, 204 room senior living facility. Within minutes of
arriving on location, the first responding engine company
found an activated sprinkler head which had extinguished
a fire in the kitchen of a residential living unit.
Investigators with the Fire Marshal’s Office arrived on
scene and quickly determined that the occupant had
placed a cardboard box on the stove top and had
inadvertently turned the burner on. The occupant advised
that he had laid down and was awoken by the fire alarm
going off. The occupant and his dog were able to safely
evacuate.

On Tuesday, September 18, League City volunteer
firefighters from stations 2, 4, and 5 took part in car fire
training using a real-life prop at the Fire Department’s
drill field. The prop allows the department to properly
simulate car fires to better prepare the City’s firefighters.
In addition, this weekend, 13 firefighters will be traveling
to Wimberly, Texas to become certified in water rescue
training.

Fire Training Updates

Fire Marshal Tommy Cones recently graduated from Fire
Executive Management Training at the Bill Blackwood
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas (LEMIT)
located on the campus of Sam Houston State University
in Huntsville, Texas. The Fire Marshal Professional
Development Program is a cooperative effort between
LEMIT and the Texas Fire Marshals’ Association, providing
fire executives with the skills necessary to effectively
manage fire marshals’ offices and deliver a high level of
service to their communities. This class is the first of its
kind in the nation.
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Police and Fire Updates
Suspect shot during LCPD Warrant Service

On Wednesday, September 19, during the execution of
an arrest warrant at 323 Waco Avenue, a wanted subject
threatened League City Police Officer Shane Yount with
a folding utility knife. This resulted in Officer Yount firing
his handgun, striking the man, Royce Leon Sedotal,
who was pronounced deceased at the scene. Officer
Yount is a 12-year veteran of the department, and as is
standard operating procedure, he was placed on paid
administrative leave as the Galveston County Sheriff’s
Office investigates.
Warrants for Royce Leon Sedotal Jr. were issued after
he was arrested on Tuesday, September 18, following a
disturbance call involving an assault at 323 Waco Avenue.
During the arrest, Sedotal escaped custody prior to being
transported to the League City Jail. After a subsequent
search, he was not located. On Wednesday, September
19, after League City Police Officers contacted a female
occupant of 323 Waco Avenue, they were granted
permission to look for Sedotal inside. During this search,
Sedotal was located hiding in a closet and instructed to
come out. Instead, he threatened the arresting officers
with the knife.

League City First Responders Honored at
Patriot Luncheon

Members of the City’s Police, Fire, and EMS Departments
accepted a check for nearly $20,000 at the League City
Regional Chamber of Commerce’s annual Patriots Award
Luncheon held at South Shore Harbour Resort on Friday,
September 7. The donation was part of the proceeds
from the Salute to Heroes Banquet held earlier in the
year. In addition to the check, the Chamber presented
2018 Patriot Awards to League City Fire District Chief
Kevin Kasten and League City Police Officer Leonard
Fletcher. This year, the Chamber sought nominations

of commendable police officers, firefighters, and EMS
personnel from Galveston County, League City, Kemah,
and Clear Lake Shores. Nominees in each category were
honored at the luncheon, but only one Patriot Award per
category was given out. Congratulations Chief Kasten and
Officer Fletcher.

Longtime LCPD Employee Retiring

The League City Police Department would like to
recognize Steve Barajas, who will be retiring from the
City on September 27, after 22 years of service. Barajas
currently works as a records specialist and began working
for the City as a Police Service Technician in 1996. “I’ve
made so many friends here, it’s been a great experience,”
said Barajas. “Looking back, I never imagined I’d work in
law enforcement.”
Barajas worked the night shift at a local Stop-N-Go
convenience store before working for the department.
Some of the police officers who frequented the store
that convinced him to apply for the service technician
position. In January 2010, he transitioned to the Records
Department, where he’s served for 8 years. Barajas has
developed many lasting relationships and has deep ties
with his colleagues at the Police Department. He will be
missed tremendously.
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Public Works Updates
Sinkhole Repair Complete

A major sinkhole was identified in the median of SH 3
near League Street on Thursday, September 13. The
cause of the sinkhole was a broken twelve-inch sanitary
sewer main that serves areas along SH 3 south of FM 518,
including the City Hall Complex on Walker Street. The
broken sanitary sewer main was declared an emergency
repair due it’s severity and location adjacent to the SH 3
roadway lanes. Contractors were promptly contacted and
two submitted proposals. Base Construction provided
the lowest bid and mobilized on Monday, September
17. The repair was completed the afternoon of Thursday,
September 20, and the landscaping replacement will be
scheduled as soon as possible.

Drainage Outfalls Perform Well During
Recent Rain Event

During the week of September 10, the City received
approximately 10-15 inches of rainfall, measured from
various sources. Although local watersheds were
inundated with areawide run off, the City’s major drainage
outfalls performed well throughout the event, with only
localized street flooding being reported in various areas
of the City. Public Works staff from Streets, Stormwater &
Traffic, and Wastewater worked 24 hours a day during the
peak of the event to ensure functional operation of City
storm and sanitary sewer systems.

Traffic and Transportation

As part of our traffic signal annual preventative
maintenance program, the Traffic and Transportation
Department will identify three signalized intersections that
have old outdated traffic signals in need of replacement.

This work is done to keep the traffic signals in the best
possible working order and to minimize downtime or
disruption of service to the traveling public. Some of this
work is also performed at night, due to the traffic backups
that would be created if done during the day. Recently we
started the replacement at the last two intersections this
year, which are Main at Park and Main at Iowa. Signal head
and street sign replacements at these two intersections is
expected to be completed by the end of next week.

Clear Creek Village Lift Station

The Wastewater Department is working with a contractor
to bring the new Clear Creek Village Lift Station on-line.
This lift station is replacing an old lift station next to the
I-45 feeder at Claiborne. The new station includes stateof-the-art vortex submersible pumps, an odor control
system, an ultra-silent backup generator, and Supervisory
Command and Data Acquisition (SCADA) monitoring.
SCADA allows the wastewater department to monitor
station performance and status 24 hours a day. The silent
generator ensures an un-interruptible power source
during storms and other outages.
Odor control adds another layer of quality to this
investment in the City’s infrastructure. A three-day
testing period has begun to “prove out” the many
components necessary for reliable performance. While
24/7 daily station checks will continue, the automated
controls ensure operation can be monitored remotely by
overlapping levels of personnel. This ability proved vital
during Harvey when SCADA stations could be monitored
from safe locations at the height of the storm. This allowed
first responders to achieve a much faster response at
other sites requiring service.
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CIP Updates
North Kansas Avenue Reconstruction (CIP#1702A):
This project is complete and was finished four months
ahead of schedule. Watch the video below for an
overview of the project which included repaving and
widening the entire roadway along with drainage
improvements.

Bay Colony Community Trail (CIP# PK1802): As shown
in the picture below, the job site continues to hold water
since last week’s rain and has slowed progress. Crews will
start constructing the remaining trail once the land has
an opportunity to dry out. This project remains about 67
percent complete.

Harvey flood water damage exposed pre-existing leaks
that staff is working to correct. The bottom floor is
completely sheet rocked and painted, with some basic
repairs still needed on the second floor.

Rehabilitated stage at the Butler Longhorn Museum.
Dickinson Avenue Reconstruction (CIP# RE1702C): This
project converts Dickinson Avenue (from Walker Street
to FM 646) from asphalt to a concrete roadway with curb
and gutter. The section between Walker Street and SH
96 will have underground drainage while south of SH
96 will drain into open ditches along the roadway. The
City anticipates funding from Galveston County for the
construction of this project which is scheduled to begin
construction in January 2019.
Bayridge Park Redevelopment (CIP# PK1902): On
September 25, City Council will vote on a resolution
that will complete a major step in a Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department grant application for the park. If the
resolution is approved by Council, the grant application
will be submitted October 1 for matching funding to
redevelop Bayridge Park. The City continues gathering
citizen input regarding the Bayridge Park Redevelopment
project. A public hearing will be held at the September 25
Council meeting for citizens to give input on this project.

Water alongside new multi-use path
at the Bay Colony Neighborhood.
Butler Longhorn Museum: Crews are continuing to work
on the interior with anticipation of reopening the museum
to the public by the end of 2018. Repairs due to Hurricane

New Animal Shelter (CIP# PD1502): This project is
currently in the final design phase and is anticipated to
start construction in Spring 2019. The new facility will
be a single-story animal care and adoption center with
approximately 13,200 square feet of floor area and will
include green space, parking, and site improvements.
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CIP Updates

Parks and Recreation Updates

Downtown Plan – Park Avenue Reconstruction
(CIP# ED1503): This project is currently in the final design
phase with an anticipated construction start in early
2019. The scope of work includes new concrete overlay,
roadway widening, new underground electrical, and
enhanced streetscaping.

Local Educators Tour Park to Learn Best Practices

St. Christopher Avenue Reconstruction
(CIP# RE1702D): This project is progressing on schedule
to be completed before the end of 2018. Weather
impacts have been experienced over the last two
weeks, but delays are minimal. Work at the intersection
of St. Christopher Avenue and FM 518 is expected
to be completed this week, followed by work on the
southbound lane.
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002): The
favorable weather has allowed the contractor to resume
work, including the installation of underground storm
sewer. With the asphalt pavement tie-in from the
roundabout to Turner Street complete, the intersection
of Calder Road at Turner Street has been reopened for
westbound traffic, which was shared with residents via
a Facebook Live video. Crews have begun construction
of the Weyer Street intersection, installing the south side
first.

Preparation of the base of Turner Street.

On Friday, September 17, Parks Operations hosted a
tour/workshop of the Ghirardi Family WaterSmart Park
with ten teachers from Galveston and Harris Counties.
Joining them on the tour was Charriss York, a program
specialist with the Texas Community Watershed Partners
branch of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. The
teachers attended the workshop to learn about best
management practices for low impact development (LID).
The teachers will be installing water smart projects at each
of their schools.
Visiting the park in person allowed them to see best
practices in action. During the tour, League City staff
also discussed appropriate management techniques to
pass on to their facility managers for a successful project.
The City of League City developed the HGAC award
winning Ghirardi Family WaterSmart Park in 2014 as a
demonstration site for LID.
This park is designed to show developers, residents,
educators, and local officials how these features
function and can be incorporated into landscapes. Not
only was the park designed to manage stormwater in
an environmentally-friendly way, but it also minimizes
the use of potable water for landscape purposes.
Native plants were installed throughout the park, which
generally require less water. Other best management
practices of the park include: raingardens, bioswales,
permeable pavement, green roof pavilion, and
rainwater harvesting.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
Rainy Weather and Fall
Maintenance

Park Maintenance crews spent the
week “catching up” on routine
maintenance and other park service
duties which were delayed by the
recent rainy weather. Crews have
been working overtime to catch
up on mowing routines and have
been applying herbicide to control
weeds and insecticide to combat ant
mounds which sprung up after last
week’s rain. In addition, the City’s
pool maintenance specialist has
provided increased services to the
City’s ornamental fountains, ponds,
and pools in light of the recent
inclement weather.
Park Maintenance staff members
have been working to measure,
install, and paint new markings on

the City’s soccer fields for the Parks
and Recreation Department’s fall
programming. Staff members have
also begun bed preparation to make
way for fall seasonal flowers which will
arrive from growers in a few weeks
when the temperatures begin to
decline.

Harvey Remembered Event
September 25

The Helen Hall Library will be hosting
a "Harvey Remembered" event to
allow residents to come together
with neighbors and share their stories
about life during and after Hurricane
Harvey. Conversations during the
event will be recorded and added
to the community memory. The
discussion will be held from 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday,
September 29, inside the library's
theater. Those interested in attending
can RSVP with Caris Brown at caris.
brown@leaguecitytx.gov or 281554-1105. This event is free and
open to the public. The League
City Communications Department
has created a video, which is airing
on channel 16 and the City’s social
media channels, to help promote the
community event.

New Programs for Toddlers
and Pre-Schoolers

This Fall, the Recreation Department
is piloting new classes for moms
and pre-school aged children. New
classes include Family and Me Cardio
for moms and youths ages 3-6. The
class fee is $120 per month and takes

place on Mondays from 5:30 p.m.
– 6:15 p.m. The City is also piloting
Mom and Baby Yoga for moms and
youths ages 2 and under. Class fee
is $90 per month and takes place
on Saturdays from 8:30– 9:15 a.m.
A third program, Tiny Tots, is for
youths ages 1-2. Class fee is $78 per
month and takes place on Saturdays
from 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Registration
is currently available online or in
person at Hometown Heroes Park.
For questions, please contact Katrina
Beecher at 281-554-1180, or by email
at Katrina.beecher@leaguecitytx.
gov.

Teen Program: Game On!

The Helen Hall Library will be
hosting “Game On!” for League City
teens from 5 to 6 p.m. on Monday,
September 24, in the library theater.
The library will have their Nintendo
Switch hooked up to the big
projector and other popular games
such as Jenga and Apples to Apples,
will be available to play. This program
is for teens in grades 6-12 and will
repeat on October 29 and November
26. For more information, please call
281-554-1111.
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Health Fair a Huge Success
The Recreation Department’s annual Health Fair attracted several hundred League City families to Hometown Heroes
Park on Saturday, September 15. This year’s fair was expanded to include all ages and included more than 30 vendors as
well as workshops, dance groups, free health screenings, flu shots, and even kayak safety lessons in the pool.

Upcoming Events
Sept. 26: Facing Addiction Town Hall
Sept. 28: League City Astronomy in the Park
Sept. 29: Harvey Remembered
Oct. 2: National Night Out
Oct. 4: Taste of the Bay
Oct. 12: Guinness World Record Attempt

Get this week's LC Lowdown

