CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
SEPTEMBER 28, 2018

T

League City to Host 20th Annual Texas
Classic Basketball Tournament

he League City Convention & Visitors Bureau
(LCCVB), in partnership with the Clear Creek
Independent School District (CCISD), is happy to
announce we will be hosting the 20th annual Texas Classic
Basketball tournament April 26-28, 2019. The NCAA
sanctioned tournament will feature elite teams from Texas
and the southwest United States.

The tournament, which is operated by Nelson Brand
Sports, is a part of a focused LCCVB effort to develop
“sports tourism” as a viable market to fuel economic
development and increase the number of visitors to League
City.
The three-day showcase tournament will bring more than
125 teams, tournament officials, parents, and college
scouts into League City and the Bay Area Houston region,
and is expected to generate more than $500,000 in local
economic impact through spending on hotels, restaurants,
entertainment, and personal purchases.
Tournament sites will be grouped around CCISD’s Clear
Creek High School and Clear Falls High School campuses,
utilizing both high school and junior high gymnasiums

I-45 Closures

The Texas Department of Transportation will be restriping
a section of I-45 Gulf Freeway southbound between FM
518 and SH 96 this weekend as part of the I-45 widening
project in the League City area. There will be a total closure
of the I-45 Gulf Freeway southbound main lanes beginning
Friday, September 28 at 9 p.m. until Monday, October 1 at
5 a.m., weather permitting.
Motorists traveling southbound on I-45 Gulf Freeway will
be detoured to the FM 518 exit to the I-45 southbound
frontage road and continue through the signalized

to create a visitor-friendly experience by reducing travel
between tournament venues.
“We are thankful for the partnership with CCISD and the
support of its administrators and coaches in bringing this
basketball tournament to our community,” said LCCVB
Administrator Bryan Roller. "We also hope the League City
community will attend the games and catch a glimpse of
future NCAA and NBA stars."
intersection to re-enter the I-45 southbound main lanes
at SH 96. Police officers will be on site to assist with traffic
control. In addition, the northbound FM 646 exit ramp and
outside I-45 main lane will be closed Saturday afternoon,
September 29 to Monday morning, October 1. This
closure will be in place to reconfigure the temporary ramps
between FM 517 and FM 646. There is a chance the closure
will not be needed for the entire time.
For more information, contact Danny Perez at 713-8025077, or visit the Houston TranStar website for a complete
list of Houston District closures.
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Police Updates
K-9 Chico Retires

The League City Police Department’s first police dog,
Chico, retired from his position on Monday, September
24, after six years of service. The 11-year-old German
Shepherd joined the department in 2012 and along with
his handler, Officer Jason Jones, helped make hundreds
of arrests and assisted in recovering more than $25,000 in
cash and multiple vehicles.
As an appreciation for his years of service, the League City
Police Department hosted a retirement party for Chico,
where he was recognized with a plaque and certificate.
Chico was joined by his fellow human and K-9 colleagues
and celebrated with “doggie cupcakes.” We wish Chico a
wonderful and pawfect retirement!

Extravaganza. The Division was asked to spearhead the
event's coordination and was instrumental in ensuring the
security and success of the event which had over 10,000
attendees.
Despite inclement weather, officers maintained their
resolve and focused on keeping order and traffic control
so that the massive crowds could safely exit. The City
would like to thank Sergeant Shawn Murray, and officers
Matt Strachan, Jennafer Woitena, Daniel O'Neal,
Trevor Montero, Leonard Fletcher, Greg Morgan, and
Aaron McGaughey for their outstanding service and
commitment to public safety.

National Night Out

Residents are encouraged to join their neighbors and
participate in this year’s National Night Out on Tuesday,
October 2. This year, League City Police Officers, K-9s,
and SWAT unit will visit community members and
distribute National Night Out goodies at 52 events citywide. NNO is a great way to build a relationship with law
enforcement and create a safer community.
This year, Chief Gary Ratliff’s first stop will be at the Leisure
Lakes subdivision, the first community to sign up for the
event and first-place winner of this year’s contest. All
events will start at 6 p.m.

Special Operations Division Recognized

Members of the League City Police Department were
presented with the Meritorious Service Award for their
dedication to maintain safety at the City’s July 3 Fireworks

Not all of League City’s most valuable employees are
human. Some walk on four legs, and are known to track
down bad guys for a treat or a toy. Meet the K-9 unit of
the League City Police Department in this week’s edition
of Your City at Work.
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Parks and Recreation Updates
In Good Health

The Ghirardi Oak is in good
condition and producing acorns.
The acorns from this unique
Hybrid "Compton" Oak were
recently collected by staff and
show that the tree is in good
health.

building with a bucket truck, trimming shrubs, trees, and
hauling away the excess vegetation. Staff members are
also preparing the baseball and softball fields for fall ball
season play at the Sportsplex.

New Program

The Parks and Recreation Department will be introducing
a new “Walk with Ease Program” at Hometown Heroes
Park on October 1. This class will include walking and an
educational component. Each session is six weeks long
and will consist of three classes per week. A membership
or daily fitness pass is required. Residents who attend all
classes will be entered into a drawing for a door prize.
Residents can call 281-554-1180 for more information.

City Beautification

Parks maintenance crews are working to keep League
City’s parks beautiful by trimming ornamental shrubs
and roses at Helen’s Garden. Despite the recent rainy
weather, they are also performing seasonal trimming and
landscape maintenance at the Public Safety Building.
Their work includes trimming tall landscaping behind the

Winter Sports

Registration for Winter Cheerleading will open soon. The
league season will run December 3-February 23. Groups
will be divided by ages.
Residents: October 3/ Fee $65
Non-Residents: October 17/ Fee $97.50
Registration for Winter Football will also open soon. The
program is open to boys and girls ages 3-14 years-old.
Residents: October 3/ Fee $95
Non-Residents: October 17/ Fee $142.50

Planning and Development Updates
This week, the department had four new submittals
and nine resubmittals. Projects this week consist of a
commercial building permit ,a parking lot expansion, four
infrastructure projects, and plats for the Coastal Point
PUD. The next Planning and Zoning Commission will be
held on October 1. Coastal Point Sections 1 and 2 are on
the agenda. The Zoning Board of Adjustments meeting
scheduled for October 4 has been cancelled due to lack of
items for consideration.

Lawn Mowing 101

This week, the Communications Department teamed
up with Neighborhood Services to create a “Lawn
Mowing 101” video to promote on social media and

Channel 16. In the video, Code Compliance Manager
Frank LeBlanc explains how residents can make sure
that their property is in compliance with the City's
ordinance when they mow their lawn.
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CIP Updates
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002):
The contractor completed the installation of the
underground storm sewer on the west side of Calder
Road. Conflicts with existing utilities caused numerous
delays during installation, so completion of this work is a
significant milestone. The contractor will now be able to
continue with construction of the concrete pavement on
the west side. Construction of the intersection at Weyer
Street is underway and is anticipated to be complete this
week, pending weather.
Turner Butler Reconstruction (CIP# ST1501): This project
is for the design and reconstruction of Turner Street and
Butler Road. The roadway will be reconstructed as a
concrete curb and gutter from the new roundabout on
Calder Road, east on Turner Street, to the Butler Road
intersection and then north on Butler Road to League
City Parkway. The road will be widened to three lanes to
facilitate the addition of a continuous left turn lane along
Turner Street and Butler Road and will include another
roundabout at the intersection of Turner Street and Butler
Road. This project also includes the addition of a new
24-inch waterline, replacing an existing 40+ year-old pipe.
The project is currently at the 60 percent design stage with
construction to begin in the fall of 2019.
Asphalt Streets Rehabilitation Package 3
(CIP# RE1704B): Construction of this asphalt overlay
project started in early September and milling is complete
on Kentucky Avenue and Oklahoma Avenue with base
repairs being completed on Oklahoma Avenue. This
package includes the following roads: Mayhaw (9th),
Olive, Peach, Strawberry (west side), Virginia, Arkansas,
Maryland, Oklahoma, Kentucky, Dallas, Waco, and Perkins.
Work is scheduled to be completed March 2019.

Vance Street Rehabilitation Project (CIP# RE1704C): The
contractor is scheduled to begin construction on October
1. This project is part of the City’s participation in the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program,
which is a federal partnership with the Department of
Housing and Urban Development. The Vance Street
Rehabilitation Project will resurface approximately 640 feet
of asphalt road from the cul-de-sac at the north end to the
intersection of Vance Street and Walker Street.
Burd House Exterior Renovations Project
(CIP# PK1801B): After three unsuccessful bids, City
Staff has obtained multiple quotes to repaint the Parks
Department office building, the “Burd House.” This
project will include removal and disposal of lead-based
paint materials, replacement of any rotten wood, reglazing old window panes, and repainting the exterior of
the building. The project start date will be timed to avoid
affecting the “Holiday in the Park” celebration.
Nature Center Shoreline Rehabilitation Project
(CIP# RE1802): City Staff is reviewing responses to the
request for qualifications for the design of the shoreline
rehabilitation of the Dr. Ned & Fay Dudney Nature
Center. The City will be seeking FEMA reimbursement
for design and construction. Construction is anticipated
to begin the first quarter of 2020, dependent on FEMA
procurement procedures and processing of permits with
the Army Corps of Engineers. A repair to the outlet was
completed in July 2017 and was subsequently damaged
due to Hurricane Harvey. These repairs have been and are
being done as a requirement to maintain compliance with
the property grant to League City by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Departments.
CIP Project Highlight: Bay Colony Trails
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Parks Grants Updates
Bayridge Park Redevelopment (CIP# PK1902):
On September 25, City Council passed a resolution
approving a TPWD grant application for the Bayridge
Park Redevelopment Project. The grant application
will be submitted by October 1 for matching funding.
Improvements will include updating existing facilities
and adding amenities to the park. These improvements
will be based on community priorities gathered from a
public meeting on September 5 and an online survey that
followed. The facilities, in order of importance to residents
are: a park trail, a handicapped accessible playground,
baseball field improvements, native tree plantings,
resurfacing of the basketball court for multiple uses, and
picnic area improvements. The survey received a total of
41 responses.

information is gathered. The approval process will last
several months with the final funding award to be made
by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in mid to late 2019.
If successful, construction is expected to begin by the
second quarter of 2020 following final design, bidding,
and council approval of a construction contract.
Hometown Heroes Park 5K Loop Trail Grant Application
(CIP# PK1803): The design development phase of the
project will begin in October and details of amenities and
the trail will be determined by TBG Partners, the City’s
landscape architecture firm, and will be provided to City
staff for review. Construction documents for the project
will be completed near the end of the year following
opportunities for public reaction to the plans. The grant
application is due by February 1, 2019, but current plans
are to submit the application early.
After submission, the application will be reviewed by
TPWD staff and a committee of individuals who represent
trail advocacy organizations. Their review will result in
final approval by the end of May 2019 at the monthly
TPWD Commission meeting. Construction will begin no
later than mid-2020 following several months of securing
agreements and permits, bidding, and City Council award
of the construction contract.

Grant Application Questions?
FM270 Boat Ramp Renovation (CIP# PK 1804):
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) grant
application for the FM 270 Boat Ramp Renovation Project
will be filed this week after some additional environmental

Additional questions or comments on any grant projects
may be directed to Bob Duke, Parks Planner/Project
Manager by phone: 281-554-1456 or by email Bob.
Duke@leaguecitytx.gov.

Finance Update
If you live in the Victory Lakes or Centerpointe supdivisions and paid Public Improvement District (PID) assessments prior
to the reassessment dates of November 24, 2015 for Victory Lakes (PID2) and October 22, 2013 for Centerpointe (PID
3), you may be due a refund. On September 25, the City Council approved moving forward with issuing proportionate
refunds for excess assessments collected prior to the reduction in rates for these PIDs. If you believe you are due a
refund or know someone who may be due a refund, please refer the City’s website for more information including the
refund process.
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Public Works Updates
Dove Meadows Drainage Activities

City Stormwater crews completed a series of efforts to
address drainage issues identified during recent rainfall
events. An evaluation of all storm sewer piping and inlets
was performed the week of September 17 to ensure no
substantial blockages occurred since the post-Harvey
inspection performed in late 2017.

railroad crossing on Walker Street. The fabricated roadway
panels that lie in between the two rails had broken from
their anchor points and were moving as vehicle passed
over the crossing. UP crews re-welded anchor points
and stabilized the panels. This action was in response to
numerous calls from concerned citizens and observation of
safety issues by City staff.

During the same week, roadside ditches along Dove
Meadows Drive were regraded to improve performance
in handling sheet flow from nearby open fields.

Gum Bayou Drainage Project

Traffic and Transportation

A traffic study of Gill Road at Bess Road was performed
after many residents in the area requested stop signs to
be added on Gill Road. The conclusion of the study found
a driver sight restriction when turning from Bess Road
onto Gill Road. Due to this safety concern, stop signs were
installed this week on Gill Road, changing this intersection
to an all-way stop controlled intersection. These
improvements are expected to increase driver safety.

Railroad Maintenance & Crossing Improvement

City forces, along with UP flagman, will perform
modifications to the approaches to the Walker Street
railroad crossing to enhance mobility. This work will likely
be comprised of asphalt milling, replacement and shaping.
This work is expected to begin mid-October after Public
Works crews complete work along Glen Cove. The public
will be notified if traffic impacts are anticipated.
On Wednesday, September 26, Union Pacific (UP) railway
maintenance crews responded to the City's request for
prompt attention to a growing safety concern at the

The Gum Bayou Drainage project begins at League City's
southern boundary just south of FM 646 and extends
approximately 3,500 linear feet into Dickinson toward
Dickinson Bayou. The project cleared and widened a
stretch of Gum Bayou that was overgrown and considered
to impede drainage performance during extreme
weather events, including Hurricane Harvey. The project is
approximately 90 percent complete and will substantially
complement League City's post-Harvey maintenance
efforts along Gum Bayou from SH 96 to the FM 646
bridge.
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Communications and CVB Updates
#LCLocal of the Week

It’s week three of a new campaign to help current and
future residents get to know more about the people
of League City. Every Tuesday, the Communications
Department posts a new #LCLocal profile on the City’s
social media channels and at www.leaguecity.com/
lclocals. If you know someone who should be profiled,
email Communications@leaguecitytx.gov.

new and innovative products to reach targeted travel
consumers.

Citizen University

The Communications Department is preparing for the
Fall 2018 Citizen University session, which will begin on
October 4. This year, 19 residents will be participating
in the class and will have the opportunity to learn more
about their local government by listening to presentations
from City directors. The program will be held over a 10week period every Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m.
October 4: Orientation/ Planning
October 11: Communications/ Information Technology
October 18: Public Works
October 25: Library/ Parks and Cultural Services
November 1: Economic Development
November 5: Financial Services
November 15: Emergency Services
November 29: Police
December 6: CIP/ Budget
December 13: Agenda Process/ Court
December 18: Graduation

#LCLocal Booth at Clear Springs
vs. Clear Falls Game

Texas Travel Summit

League City Director of Communications and Media
Relations Sarah Greer Osborne and Convention & Visitors
Bureau Administrator Bryan Roller attended tourismrelated educational sessions at the Texas Travel Industry
Association (TTIA) annual conference that was held at the
Galveston Island Convention Center, September 24-26.
The sessions related to branding, social media, and how
to reach Canadian and Mexican travel markets. The threeday event offered opportunities to network with the Texas
Historical Commission, the Texas Governor’s Office for
Economic Development and Tourism, and representatives
of media and software companies that are developing

The Communications team will be promoting the
#LCLove campaign at the Clear Springs vs. Clear Falls
game at the Columbia Challenger Stadium at 7 p.m. on
Friday, September 27. Stop by the League City booth,
share what you love about League City and score some
free #LCLove swag!
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Helen Hall Library
Helen Hall Library will be offering a free “Grant
Discovery with Foundation Center Online
Professional” computer class on Wednesday,
October 3. Foundation Center is a premium
database compiling data on over 88,000
foundations and Grantmakers.
This class will introduce the database, provide tips
on searching and vetting results, discuss grant
applications and proposals, and conclude with
a guide to starting a non-profit organization. No
registration is required, but the material does
require intermediate-level internet and office
application proficiency. The class will be held
from 10 a.m. -12 p.m. in the computer lab on the
library’s second floor. Call 281-554-1111 for more
information. 		

Upcoming Events
Sept. 28: Astronomy in the Park
Sept. 29: Harvey Remembered
Oct. 2: National Night Out
Oct. 4: Taste of the Bay
Oct. 12: Guinness World Record Attempt

Get this week's LC Lowdown
Meet Senior Assistant Librarian Joan Peeples.
Not only can Joan Peeples help you find almost
any book at the library, she can also teach you
a thing or two about ballet or give you a tour of
the West Bay Common School! This librarian has
over 33 years of experience and is now focusing
on helping kids read with the help of cute dogs at
the Helen Hall Library.

Read more

