CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE
JUNE 15, 2018

Weekend Weather

The National Hurricane Center has dropped the
chance for any tropical development of the system
in the Gulf of Mexico, but the threat for heavy rain
in our area remains the same for the weekend into
early next week. Widespread two to five inches of
rain are expected, but heavier amounts could occur,
with the possibility of localized street flooding in
some areas. City Emergency Management staff
along with Public Works, Police, Fire and EMS will
be monitoring the weather closely, particularly
rainfall rates.

The Communications Department will also be
monitoring and posting any necessary information
via the City’s social media channels, the website, and
should it be necessary, text and phone messages
can be sent to residents and staff through the
SwiftReach emergency notification system.

FEMA Site Visit

As part of the FEMA public assistance process, FEMA
site inspectors must inspect all Hurricane Harvey
damages the City of League City is claiming for
reimbursement.
On Tuesday, June 12, City staff, the City’s recovery
consultants, and FEMA inspectors visited the Streets
Department building and the Recreation Center to
document and discuss damage sustained during
Hurricane Harvey. Based on this site visit, the City
and FEMA will now be able to formulate a project
worksheet that contains the scope and costs of the
damages for FEMA approval.
To finish the process for the streets building, FEMA
will need a certified roofer to complete an inspection
of the roof and a structural engineer to complete an
inspection of the building. Tuesday’s visit was the last
of the site inspections for the City’s damage claims.

League City Ranked 12th for
Best Cities for Young Families
Consumer research group ValuePenguin has just published
a detailed report looking at the Best Cities for Young
Families, and League City ranked 12th out of the 318
largest cities in the U.S. The finding is based on an analysis
of several data points across four broad categories
including: home affordability, economic opportunity,
education, and health & safety. Here’s a breakdown of how
League City fared among the factor categories:
• Overall Rank: 12th
• Regional Rank: 4th in the South
• Homeownership Rank: 116th
• Economic Opportunity Rank: 67th
• Education Rank: 7th
• Health & Safety Rank: 10th
For a full copy of the report here, click here.
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Citizens’ Survey
In preparation for the upcoming 2018-2019 Budget,
League City will be distributing an online “Citizens’
Survey” over the next two weeks to gather feedback
and comments from its residents. The short survey
contains nine questions related to the City’s growth,
development, short-term and long term-goals, and
issues or initiatives of concern to residents.
The Communications Department will be distributing
the survey via the City’s social media platforms,
website, NextDoor.com, and through the SwiftReach
notification system. The survey will launch Sunday, June
17 and end Sunday, July 1. To view the survey, go to
www.leaguecity.com/survey.

I-45 Construction
On Friday, June 15, beginning at 9 p.m. through 3 p.m.
on Saturday, June 16 (weather permitting) the two
northbound, outside main lanes on I-45 from FM 646
to SH 96 will be closed. In addition, the entrance ramp
from FM 646 and exit ramp to SH 96 will be closed.
Detours for entering the freeway will continue on the
northbound frontage road to the next available ramp.
Staff are preparing for the City’s Town Hall meeting at
6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 20 at the Johnnie Arolfo
Civic Center. A short PowerPoint presentation outlining
the City’s proposed Strategic Action Plan, eight critical
success factors, and strategic initiatives that fall under
each success factor will be presented by Assistant City
Manager Bo Bass and several City Directors.
Afterwards, attendees will be able to provide feedback
during an open-microphone, public comment period
and through comment cards. A written version of
Citizens’ Survey will also be available to those in
attendance.
The Communications Department is spreading the word
to residents about the town hall through daily postings
on the City’s social media platforms, website, Nextdoor.
com, and through a press release to the local media. A
text/recorded phone call regarding the town hall will
go out Sunday evening to residents signed up with the
City’s SwiftReach notification system.

HR Update
Lunch and Learn: Effective Budgeting
On Wednesday, June 13, 30 staff members attended
a Lunch and Learn session facilitated by Deer Oaks,
the City’s Employee Assistance Program (EAP)
provider. The facilitator, Debra Barker, gave a onehour presentation about effective budgeting to the
attendees, who were also treated to a boxed lunch.

This opportunity gave the staff members tips and
information on personal finance; such as how to tackle
debt, budget and investment planning, and spending
priorities. Door prizes were given away to raffle
ticket winners at the end of the session. The winners
were: Amelia Chau (Library), Jacques Gilbert (Project
Management), and Immanuel Aquino (IT).
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June 26 and August 14 Public Hearings Regarding
Issuance of Certificates of Obligation
League City residents are invited to
speak at public hearings on June 26
and August 14 regarding a proposed
ordinance that would authorize the
issuance of certificates of obligation
(COs) for an amount not to exceed
$11.7 million. If approved by the
Council, the COs would fund:
• Contractual obligations for
acquisition, design, construction,
and improvement of public
works, including street and
traffic improvements, drainage
improvements, and for the purchase
of materials, supplies, equipment,
machinery, building, land, and related
rights-of-way;

• New animal shelter;
• Public safety facilities, including
Fire Station No. 6 which will
support 24-hour operations and
include living quarters, three bays,
and a pumper;
• Issuance costs of the certificates.
The certificates of obligation will
be payable from annual ad valorem
taxes, within the limits prescribed
by law, upon all taxable property
within the City.
The public hearings on June
26 and August 14 will be held
in council chambers during the

Other Public Meetings
June 19

Residents in the Leisure Lakes, Orange
Grove, and Pecan Orchard communities
are invited to a neighborhood meeting
on Tuesday, June 19, at 6 p.m. at the
Civic Center.
The meeting is to answer questions
related to the new section of the Victory
Lakes subdivision under construction
which is adjacent to their communities.
There will be a brief overview presentation
by City staff followed by a question and
answer session.

June 28

Citizens are invited to attend a “come-andgo” public meeting on Thursday, June 28
regarding proposed improvements to the
FM270 public boat ramp. Attendees will be
able to review plans, provide comments,
and ask questions to City staff. The meeting
is from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Clear Creek
Intermediate School.

regularly scheduled council
meetings. Council is scheduled to
vote on the issue at the August 14
meeting.
If prior to City Council approval,
the City Secretary receives a
petition signed by at least five
percent of qualified voters of the
City protesting the issuance of the
certificates of obligation, the City
may not authorize the issuance
unless approved at an election
ordered, held, and conducted in
the manner provided for bond
elections under Texas Government
Code, Chapter 1251.

July 3 Fireworks Extravaganza
A planning committee
made up of representatives
from various departments
including Police, Fire, EMS,
Parks and Recreations,
and Public Works have
been meeting weekly for
the past two months to
prepare for the City’s July 3
Fireworks Extravaganza at
the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex.
With less than three weeks until the event, the team is completing
the design and printing of directional signages, banners, and
t-shirts and finalizing details on parking, the command center,
street closures, and staff assignments. Nearly 60 staff members
have volunteered to work the event which will have food trucks,
vendors, a police and fire truck display, a children’s area, live
music by the City’s own Billy Miles and the Miles of Texas band,
and a fireworks show which will begin promptly at 9 p.m.
The City is still accepting vendors who would like to have a booth
or table at the event. Interested businesses or groups can contact
the City’s Parks and Recreation Department at 281-554-1185.
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Police and Fire Updates
Promotion Ceremony

The League City Police Department held a promotion
ceremony on Wednesday, June 14 to officially recognize
five officers who are taking the next step in their law
enforcement careers. The five promoted include Captain
Cameron Noakes, Lieutenant Stephen Antley, Lieutenant
Eric Cox, Sergeant Andrew Gilbertson, and Sergeant Tim
McCurley.

by firefighters from the League City Volunteer Fire
Department. The live demonstration was part of a threeday Texas Fire Sprinkler Contractors’ Conference held at
the South Shore Harbour Resort.

Summer Safety Videos
Charges Filed in 2017 Murder Case

On July 23, 2017, League City resident Clarence James
Humphrey was shot and killed in a failed robbery attempt
that occurred in front of the League City house where he
was staying. The four males suspected in the shooting left
the scene before police arrived.
While processing the scene, evidence technicians
collected and then submitted several critical pieces of
evidence to the Texas Department of Public Safety crime
lab. Results from the DNA evidence collected place
30-year-old John Wells of Houston at the scene of the
crime at the time of the shooting. On May 22, 2018, Wells
was served with a First Degree Murder warrant inside the
Harris County Jail, where he was being held on unrelated
charges.

Sprinkler Demonstration

On June 8, the League City Fire Marshal’s Office assisted
the Pearland Fire Marshal’s Office with a demonstration
to show the importance of a fire sprinkler system. Using a
custom-made trailer, two fires were intentionally set; one
inside a protected room with a sprinkler system and the
other without.
The unprotected room was allowed to burn for
approximately three minutes before it was extinguished

June is National Safety Month and it’s also the month
when school ends and summer vacation begins. League
City’s Police and Fire Departments have created videos
offering important tips to ensure the children who live and
play in our community are safe this summer. The videos
are airing on channel 16 and have been shared on the
City’s social media channels and website.
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CIP Updates
North Kansas Avenue Reconstruction
(CIP#1702A): Asphalt has been installed at the new
Satsuma Street extension (from Kansas Avenue to Iowa
Avenue) and along Kansas Avenue from 7th Street to
Clear Creek. Crews will be working the next two weeks
to install the full width of Kansas Avenue from 7th Street
to Satsuma Street. The project is ahead of schedule and
under budget.
St. Christopher Avenue Reconstruction
(CIP# RE1702D): St. Christopher was opened for oneway traffic only on Thursday, May 17. This will continue
throughout the end of the project, which is on schedule
for completion by the end of the year.
Lime base is being installed for the first section of roadway
(near Abilene Street) and rebar will be put in place next
week to prepare for the first pour of the new roadway.
We will update social media and other communications
asking residents to please be aware of any traffic signs and
barricades. The project is on schedule and budget.
Calder Road Reconstruction (CIP# ST1002):
The contractor has continued with the installation of the
underground storm sewer, concrete lining of the ditches,
and concrete sidewalks.

Last week, they encountered numerous conflicts with
private water service leads and water meters, which
interfered with the installation of the storm sewer. These
conflicts were resolved on Tuesday, June 12. On Friday,
June 15, the contractor will be installing approximately
800 feet of concrete pavement.
On Tuesday, June 19, there will be a shift in traffic to allow
the contractor to begin construction of the intersection
at Big League Dreams Parkway. The south side of Big
League Dreams Parkway will be closed, with both the
eastbound and westbound traffic shifted to the north side.
Additionally, southbound traffic on Calder Road will be
shifted to the new concrete pavement.
During the construction of the intersection, large trucks
will not be able to turn off of or on to Big League Dreams
Parkway. It is anticipated the intersection will be under
construction for two months.
Smith Lane Asphalt (CIP# RE1704C): County crews
are correcting identified driveway and intersection
transitions where workmanship was subpar. Crews were
scheduled to complete these corrections on June 8, but
some mechanical complications caused delays. Work is
scheduled to be completed by June 15.

Parks Grants Applications Update
FM 270 Boat Ramp Renovation
(CIP# PK1804): The FM 270 Boat Ramp was
constructed in 1988-89 in partnership with the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD). On July 10, City Council
will consider whether to pursue TPWD funding and
partnership for renovation of the 30-year-old boat ramp.
The planned improvements will: 1. improve safety;
2. result in accommodating various types and sizes
of water craft; 3. remove silt from the launch area;
4. reinforce or replace the bulkhead; and 5. provide
handicapped accessibility from parking to boat
launching and boarding areas. If the grant application
is successful, TPWD will provide up to $500,000
in matching funds and the City would provide 25
percent of the project total.

Hometown Heroes Park 5K Trail (CIP# PK1803):
League City plans to construct a 5K Hike and Bike Trail on
the grounds of Hometown Heroes Park. The 10-foot-wide
decomposed granite trail will run off-road in its entirety
within the confines of Hometown Heroes Park. The total
estimated cost of the project is $1,493,300. The project
will use $1,293,300 of City funds, and a $200,000 grant
from the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department. The City’s
contribution will come from 4B Corporation funds which
the 4B Board approved in January 2015.
Construction of the trail will result in a safer route for those
who train for 5K running events on the only decomposed
granite loop trail in the City. It will also provide the City an
alternative route to host 5K runs.
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Communications Update
Discover Bay Area Texas Mobile App
The new mobile app for League
City and the Greater Bay Area
is now live and available to
download on your mobile
phone. Just go to the App
Store on your iPhone or Google
Play on your Android device
and type in “Discover Bay Area
Texas.”

Content and images are still being tweaked on the app
and the Communications Department is welcoming any
feedback and ideas before the app officially launches in
July.

Meet Heather McKnight,
our City Arborist
Clear Channel Digital Billboards

The Communications Department has re-established
a relationship with Clear Channel Outdoor for the
use of their digital billboards in our area at no cost to
promote City events and post educational information.
Clear Channel will allow us to pre-schedule content
for five billboards throughout the year. The first digital
billboard will go up next week and is related to LCPD
recruitment for the upcoming civil service exam.

The third edition of the City’s new, bi-weekly employee
newsletter was created and distributed this week. The
electronic newsletter now has a name and a logo —
LC Connect — which was selected via an online vote
by employees. This week’s edition included a feature
on City Arborist Heather McKnight and a behind the
scenes video with Rusty Bolen, the City’s Park Operation
Superintendent.

League City Arborist Heather McKnight spends her days
ensuring that the City’s historic oak trees are protected
and maintained. But in the evenings, you’ll find her
“green thumb” wrapped around a pencil writing pages
for a book she is working on. The topic? Here’s a hint, it
has nothing to do with trees!

Read more

Your City at Work

Now that school’s out and summer is here, our City
parks are busier than ever. Keeping them clean, safe,
and in tip-top shape is a job that starts before most
of us are even out of bed. In this edition of Your City
at Work, we go for a ride-along with Parks Operation
Superintendent Rusty Bolen.
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Public Works Update
City Stormwater crews have completed maintenance
activity on Benson’s Gulley. The gulley extends from
Pecan Orchard Road to Leisure Lane and is a tributary
to Benson’ Bayou. City crews utilized John Deer Gators
and skid steer to remove fallen tree vegetation and
other debris and then followed-up with the use of the
5200 Tracked Gradall to complete mowing and flowline
maintenance.
The 5200 Gradall offers a unique capability of heavy
mowing and earthwork in areas of limited ingress and
egress. City forces have now mobilized to the Powers
drainage area to begin mowing and maintenance efforts
from Dickinson Avenue to Benson’s Bayou.

Upcoming Events
June 19: Neighborhood meeting for Leisure Lakes,
Orange Grove, and Pecan Orchard
June 20: Town Hall Meeting
June 20-24: Texas Outlaw Challenge
June 21: State of the Bay with Visit Bay Area Texas
June 28: FM 270 Boat Ramp Public Meeting
July 3: Fireworks Extravaganza

Get this week’s LC Lowdown

