DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT

TIlls DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (this "Agreement") is made and entered into as
of ))t.rMl\.t( ,'I, 2013 , by and between tbe CITY OF LEAGUE CITY, TEXAS, a municipal
corporation and bome-rule city of the State of Texas (the "City"), and WESTWOOD
DEVELOPMENT, INC., a Texas corporation (the "Developer").

RECITALS

The Developer owns and plans to develop certain propelty located within the City,
comprising 415.353 acres, more or less, more fully described in Exhibit A, attached hereto (the
"Property"). The Property is contained within the boundaries of the Westwood Management
District (the "District"), a municipal management district created by special act of the Texas
Legislature, codified as Chapter 3917, Texas Special District Local Laws Code. The City has
consented to creation of the District.
The Developer and the City wish to provide for the deve lopment of the Property within
the District in an orderly and predictable manner as provided in this Agreement. The City and the
Developer have determined that they are authorized by the Constitution and laws of the State of
Texas to enter into this Agreement and have further determined that the terms, provisions, and
conditions hereof are mutually fair and advantageous to each.

AGREEMENT
ARTICLE 1
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

l.1.
The Comprehensive Plan. The Developer intends and agrees to develop the
Property substantially in accordance with the Master Plan and Design Standards as shown on
Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes (the "Comprehensive Plan").
The Comprehensive Plan is hereby approved by the parties, and plats, permits, and other
approvals required from the City submitted in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan shall be
processed by the City in a timely manner.
ARTICLE 2
TERM AND DEFAULT

2.l.
Term. This Agreement shall be in effect as of the date set forth on the first page
hereof, and shall terminate 40 years thereafter, unless terminated earlier as specifically provided
herein. Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, upon the expiration or termination
of this Agreement, the obligations of the parties to each other shall come to an end, save and

except that the Property shall be developed substantially in accordance with the Master Plan and
Design Standards as shown on Exhibit B.
2.2.

Default.
a.

A party shall be deemed in default under this Agreement (which shall be
deemed a breach hereunder) if such party fails to materially perform,
observe or comply with any of its covenants, agreements, or obligations
hereunder or breaches or violates any of its representations contained in this
Agreement.

b.

Before any failure of any party to perform its obligations under this
Agreement shall be deemed to be a breach of this Agreement, the party
claiming such failure shall notify, in writing, the party alleged to have failed
to perform of the alleged failure and shall demand performance. No breach
of this Agreement may be found to have occurred if performance has
commenced to the reasonable satisfaction of the complaining party within
60 days of the receipt of such notice, subject, however, to the terms and
provisions of Section 3.1, below. Upon a breach of this Agreement, the
non-defaulting party may be awarded actual damages for failure of
performance. Except as otherwise set forth herein, no action taken by a
party pursuant to the provisions of this Section or any other Section of this
Agreement shall be deemed to constitute an election of remedies and all
remedies shall be cumulative and non-exclusive of any other remedy either
set forth here in or available to any Party at law or in equity. Each of the
parties shall have the affirmative obli gation to mitigate its damages in the
event of a default by the other party.
ARTICLE 3
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

3.1.
Force Majeure. In the event either party is rendered unable, wholly or in part, by
force majeure to carry out any of its obligations under this Agreement, except the obligation to
pay amounts owed or required to be paid pursuant to the terms of this Agreement, then the
obligations of such party, to the extent affected by suchforce majeure and to the extent that due
dil igence is being used to resume performance at the earliest practicable time, shall be suspended
during the continuance of any inability so caused to the extent provided but for no longer period.
As soon as reasonably possible after the occun-ence of the force majeure relied upon, the party
whose contractual obligations are affected thereby shall give notice and full particulars of such
force majeure to the other party. Such cause, as far as possible, shall be remedied with all
reasonable diligence. The ten-n "force majeure," as used herein, shall include without limitation
of the generality thereof, acts of God, strikes, lockouts, or other industrial disturbances, acts of
the public enemy, orders of any kind of the govenunent of the United States or the State of Texas
or any civil or military authority, insurrections, riots, epidemics, landslides, l ightning,
earthquakes, fires, tornados, hurricanes, storms, floods, washouts, drought, arrests, restraint of
government, civil disturbances, exp losions, and/or any other inabilities of any party, whether
similar to those enumerated or otherwise, which are not within the control of the party claiming
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such inability, which such party could not have avoided by the exercise of due diligence and
care.

3.2.
Approvals and consents. Approvals or consents required or permitted to be given
under this Agreement shall be evidenced in writing. Approvals and consents shall be effective
without regard to whether given before or after the time required for giving such approvals or
consents.
3.3 .
Address and notice. Any notice to be given under this Agreeme·nt shall be given
in writing, addressed to the party to be notified as set forth below, and may be given either by
depositing the notice in the United States mail postage prepaid, registered or celiified mail, with
return receipt requested ; or by nationally recognized courier service. Notice shall be effective
upon receipt by the party to be notified. For purposes of notice, the addresses of the parties shall
be as follows:
If to the City, to :
City of League City
c/o City Manager
300 West Walker St.
League City, Texas 77573
If to the Developer, to:
Westwood Development, Jnc.,
c/o Travis B. Campbell Jr.
P.O. Box 936
League City, TX 77573
The parties shall have the right from time to time to change their respective addresses by
giving at least J 5 days' written notice of such change to the other party.
3.4.
Assignabilitv: successors and assigns . All covenants and agreements contained
by or on behalf of a party in this Agreement shall bind its successors and assigns and shall inure
to the benefit of the other parties, their successors and assigns. The parties may assign their
rights and obligations under this Agreement or any interest herein, only with the prior written
consent of the other party, and any assignment without such prior written consent, including an
ass ignment by operation of law, is void and of no effect; provided that, the Developer may make
an assignment to a successor developer of the Property if such assignee specifically assumes all
of the obligations of the Developer herennder or may make a collateral assignment in favor of a
lender without consent. This Section shall not be construed to prevent the Developer from
selling lots, parcels, or other pOliions of the Property in the normal course of business. If such
assignment of the obligations by the Developer herewlder is effective, the Developer shall be
deemed released from such obligations. If any assigrunent of the obligations by the Developer
hereunder is deemed ineffective or invalid, the Developer shall remain liable hereunder.
3.5 . No additional waiver implied. The failure of either party to insist upon
performance of any provision of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of the future
perfOlmance of such provision by the other p31iy.
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3.6.
Reservation of rights. All rights, powers, privileges and authority of the parties
hereto not restricted or affected by the express terms and provisions hereof are reserved by the
parties and, from time to time, may be exercised and enforced by the parties.
Patties in interest. This Agreement shall be for the sole and exclusive benefit of
3.7.
the parties hereto and shall not be construed to confer any rights upon any third parties.
3.8.
Merger. This Agreement embodies the entire understanding between the patties
and there at'e no representations, warranties, or agreements between the parties covering the
subject matter of this Agreement.
3.9.
Modification; exhibit. Th is Agreement shall be subject to change or modification
only with the mutual written consent of the City and the Developer. The exhibits attached to this
Agreement are incorporated by this reference for all purposes.
3.10. Captions. The captions of each section of this Agreement are inserted solely for
convenience and shall never be. given effect in construing the duties, obligations or liabilities of
the parties hereto or any provisions hereof, or in ascertaining the intent of either party, with
respect to the provisions hereof.
3.1l. Interpretations. This Agreement and the terms and provisions hereof shall be
1iberally construed to effectuate the purposes set forth herein and to sustain the validity of this
Agreement.
3.12. Severabilitv. If any provision of this Agreement or the application thereof to any
person or circumstances is ever judicially declared invalid, such provision shall be deemed
severed from this Agreement and the remaining portions of this Agreement shall remain in
effect.

[EXECUTION PAGE FOLLOWS]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement in multiple
copies, each of equal dignity, as of the date first given above.

CITY OF LEAGUE CITY, TEXAS

\1~ttn

By:

, Mayor

{JAQ.u t.M"~, City Secretary

D,,,,,,p. /ol . 'i>"Mf'I'

DEVELOPER

CW1V~NT,

a Texas

By:
Name: Travis B. Ca
Title: President
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EXHIBIT"A"

A 24.113 acre (1,050,366 sq. ft.) tract of land being a commercial reserve out of the John
Dickinson Survey, Abstract - 9, lying in League City, Galveston County, Texas.
Beginning at a fou nd 5/8" iron rod with cap lying at the intersection of East right-of-way line of
Windmere Road, called 60' right-of-way and the South right-of-way of Pann to Market Road
518, Called 140' right-of-way being also the common boundary of League City and
Friendswood.
TI1ence, South 77 deg. 38 min. I I sec. East along the South right-of-way line of the said F.M.
518 a distance of 1,614.01 feet to a found 5/8" iron rod w/cap being a point of CUI:ve to the right
with a radius of25' for the Northeast corner of the herein described tract.
Thence, along the curve to the right with a delta angle of 90 degrees, an arc length of 39.27'
whose chord bears South 32 deg. 38 min . 11 sec. East a distance of 35.36' to a found 5/8" iron
rod w/cap for the Northeast comer of the herein described tract.
Thence, South 12 deg. 21 min. 44 sec. West along the West right-of-way line of Map le Leaf
Drive (called 100' right-of-way) a distance of 451.53' to a found 5/8" iron rod wlcap being a
point of curve to the right with a radius of 3,150' for an Easterly corner of the herein described
tract.
Thence, continuing along the West right-of-way line of Maple Leaf Drive and the said curve to
the right with a delta angle of2 deg. 14 min . 47 sec., an arc length of 123.50', whose chord bears
South 13 deg. 29 min. 12 sec. West a distance of 123.49' to a found 5/8" iron rod wlcap for the
Southeast corner of the herein described tract.
Thence, North 77 deg. 38 min. 11 sec. West along the North line of Section 1 of Westwood

Subdivision a distance of 1,860.57' to a found 5/8" iron rod wlcap lying on the East line of
Windmere Road for the Southwest cornel' of the herein described tract.
Thence, North 32 deg. 50 min . 02 sec. East along the East line of Windmere Road a distance of
640.44' to the PO INT OF BEGINNING, containing 24.113 acres 1,050,366 square feet.
A 148.778 acre (6,480,761 sq. ft.) tract of land out of the John Dickinson Survey , Abstract - 9,
lying in League City, Galveston County, Texas.
Beginning at a point being Northwest comer of the league City Parkway (called 100' right-ofway) and a Westerly line of Windmere Road and also the Southwest comer of the herein
described tract for the POINT OF BEGINNING.
Thence, North 4 deg. 55 min. 57 sec. West along the West line of the subject tract and the East
line of Windmere Road a distance of 400.00 feet to a point for a Westerly corner of the herein
described tract.
Thence, South 85 deg. 55 min . 58 sec. East continuing along the East line of Wind mere Road a
distance of 1,094.00 feet a point for a Westerly corner of the herein described tract.
Thence, N0l1h 32 deg. 50 min. 02 sec. East along the West line of the subject tract and the East
line of Wind mere Road a distance of 3,239.74 feet to a point for the N0l1hwest comer of the
herein described tract.
Thence, the following bearings and distances along the South line of the existing Westwood
subdivision section 1:
S. 75 deg. 17 min . 00 sec. E. - 734.15'
Curve to the left, Radius
chord

=

=

945.00', delta angle

S. 12 deg. 04 min. 23 sec. E. - 83.23'

S. 09 deg. 32 min. 56 sec. W. - 296.81'

=

5 deg. 02 m in. 53 sec., arc length

=

83.26',

S. 09 deg. 33 min. 16 sec. W. - 60.00'
Curve to the right, Radius = 1,655 .00', delta angle = 8 deg. 35 min. 16 sec., arc length

= 248.06',

chord = S. 13 deg. 45 min . 29 sec. W. - 247.83'
S. 71 deg. 51 min . 51 sec. E . - 115.00'
S. 18 deg. 13 miD. 05 sec. W. - 5.02'
S. 71 deg. 42 min. 07 sec. E. - 60.01'
S. 70 deg. 32 min. 30 sec. E. - 120.03'
Curve to the left, Radius

= 1,950.00', delta angle = 3 deg. 11 min . 47 sec., arc length = 108.79',

chord = N. 16 deg. 42 min . 02 sec. E. - 108.78'
S. 74 deg. 53 min. 52 sec, E. - 120.00'
Curve to the right, Radius

= 2,070.00', delta angle = 00 deg. 28 min. 50 sec., arc length = 17.36',

chord = S. 15 deg. 20 min. 32 sec. W. - 17.36'
S. 74 deg. 25 min. 02 sec. E. - 180.00'
Curve to the left, Radius = 2,250.00', delta angle = 3 deg. 02 min. 51 sec., arc length = 119.67',
chord

= N.

14 deg. 03 min. 32 sec. E. - 119.66'

S. 77 deg. 27 min. 53 sec. E. - 180.00'
Curve to the left, Radius = 2,430.00', delta angle = 00 deg. 46 min . 12 sec., arc length =32.66',
chord = N. 12 deg. 09 min. 0 I sec. E. - 32.66'
S. 78 deg. 14min. 05 sec. E. - 120.00'
Curve to the left, Radius = 2,550.00', delta angle = 1 deg. 32 min. 34 sec., arc length = 68.67',
chord

= N.

10 deg. 59 min. 38 sec. E. - 68.66'

N. 09 deg. 43 min. 17 sec. E. - 60.00'
N. 09 deg. 32 min. 54 sec. E. - 120.00'

S. 80 deg. 27 min. 07 sec. E. - 70.00'
Curve to the right, Radius

= 170.00', delta angle = 95 deg. 44 min. 09 sec., arc length = 284.05',

chord = S. 60 deg. 39 min. 23 sec. E. - 252.14'
Thence, S. 68 deg. 53 min. 16 sec. E. a distance of 44.12 feet to a point of curve to the left with a
radius of 3,250.00 feet, lying on the West

right-ot~way

of Map le Leaf Drive (100' right-of-way)

for the Northeast comer ofthe herein described tract.
Thence, along the said curve to the left, delta angle

=

12 deg. 18 min. 41 sec., arc length

=

698.34', chord = S. 14 deg. 57 min . 24 sec. W. - 697.00' to a point for an Easterly comer of the
herein described tract.
Thence, S. 8 deg. 48 min. 03 sec. W. a distance of 1,044.90 feet to a point of curve to the right
with a radius of 25 .00 feet, lying on the West ri ght-of-way of Maple Leaf Drive (100' right-ofway) for the Southeast corner of the herein described tract
Thence, along the said curve to the right, delta angle = 88 deg. 41 min. 18 sec., arc length =
38.70', chord

=

S. 53 deg. 08 min. 42 sec. W. - 34.95' to a point on the North right-of-way line of

League City Parkway for a Southerly corner of the herein described tract.
Thence, along the said curve to the left , with a radius of 3,250.00 feet, delta angle = 26 deg. 39
min. 08 sec., arc length = I ,5 1l.80', chord = S. 84 deg. 09 min . 47 sec. W. - 1,498.20' to a point
for a Southerly of the herein described tract.
Thence, S. 70 deg. 50 min. l3 sec. West along the North line of the League City Parkway a
distance of938.41 feet to a point for a Southerly corner of the herein described tract.
Thence, along the said curve to the right , with a radius of 3, 150.00 feet, delta angle = 15 deg. 05
min. 45 sec., arc length = 829.94', chord = S. 78 deg. 22 min. 55 sec. W. - 827.54' to a point for a
Southerly of the herein described tract.

Thence, S. 85 deg. 55 min . 58 sec. West along the NOlth line of the League City Parkway a
distance of 1,133 .35 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 148.778 acres 6,480,767
square feet.
A 242.462 acre (10,561,639 sq. ft.) tract of land out of the John Dickinson Survey, Abstract - 9,
lying in League City, Galveston County, Texas.
Beginning at a point being the Southwest corner of the West right-of-way line of Maple Leaf
Drive, called 100' right-of-way and the Southeast corner of the herein described tract for the
POINT Of BEGINNING.
Thence, South 87 deg. 53 min. 09 sec. West along the South line of the herein described tract a
distance of I ,65 1.84 feet to a point being the Southwest corner of the herein described tract.
Thence, North 4 deg. 55 min . 57 Sec. West along the West line of the subject tract and the East
Iine of Windmere Road a distance of 3,230.63 feet to a point for a Westerly corner of the here in
described tract.
Thence, the fo llowing bearings and distances along the South Iine of League City Boulevard:
South 85 deg. 55 min. 58 sec. East -1,131.85 feet
Curve to the left Radius

=

3,250.00, arc length = 856.28 feet, delta = 15 deg. 05 min 45 sec. and

a chord which bears NOlth 78 deg. 22 min. 55 sec. East a distance of 853.8 1 feet.
. North 70 deg. 50 min. 13 sec. East - 938.41 feet
Curve to the right Radius = 3,150.00, arc length = 1,461 .82 feet, delta

=

26 deg. 35 min 21 sec.

and a chord which bears NOlth 84 deg. 07 min. 54 sec. East a distance of 1,448.74 feet.
Curve to the right Radius

=

25 .00, arc length

=

39.87 feet, delta = 91 deg. 22 min 29 sec. and a

chord whi ch bears South 36 deg. 53 min. II sec. East a distance of 35 .78 feet to a point on the
West right-of-way of Maple Leaf Drive for the NOltheast corner of the herein described tract.

Thence, the following bearings and distances along the West line of Maple Leaf Drive:
South 8 deg. 48 min. 03 sec. West - 156.30 feet
Curve to the rigbt Radius = 2,950.00, arc length =2,138 .22 feet, delta

=

41 deg. 31 min 45 Sec.

and a chord which bears South 29 deg. 33 min. 56 sec. West a distance of 2,091.72 feet
South 50 deg. 19 min. 48 sec. West - 352.28 feet
Thence, continuing along tbe West right-of"way line of Maple Leaf Drive and a curve to the left
with radius on 3,250 feet, a delta angle of34 deg. 56 min. 02 sec., an arc lengtb of 1,981.56 feet,
wbose chord bears South 32 deg. 51 min. 47 West a distance of 1,951.01 to the POINT OF
BEGINNING, containing 242.462 acres 10,561 ,639 square feet.
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Introduction
Purpose/Intent

The Design Standards accompany two other documents: the Westwood
Development Agreement and the Westwood Development Master Plan. These
documents are intended to work togelher to ensure that future phases of
development within Westwood enhance the goals and policies of league City's
adopted Compre hensive Plan 2035.
Westwood has the opportunity to become a very memorable neighborhood, but
to reach this distinction, builders and homeowners must comply with Ihe Design
Standards. Bui lders must use creativity to provide floor plans, building elevations
and public spaces that enhance the brand of the community.

D

Implementation

How Westwood looks, (eels and
connects to its surroundings
once constructed depends on
the diligence of builders and the
dedication of present and future

The Westwood Development, owned by Westwood Development, Inc., is a
commu nity located in league City, Texas, 35 miles from downtown Houston and
25 miles from Galveston Bay. Situaled between Farm to Market Road 518 (Main
Street), Maple leaf Drive, and Windmere Road, this site encompasses 496 acres of
gently sloping prairie within 1/2 mile from Clear Creek.
These Design Standards outline the overa ll intent of the Westwood Management
District, and put into place various guidelines th at will protect the quality and
character of the community. The purpose of these Design Standards is to provide
a clear, comprehensive document to individuals wishing to engage in construction
activities within the Westwood Management District. All developers, builders and
homeowners must adhere to this document.

Site Planning

homeowners.

DRIVING ~
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Bay Area First Baptist
Church
Magnolia Creek Golf Club
Creekside Inlermediate
School
Centennial Park Lake
Clear Sprtngs High School
Friendswood Hiah School
YMCA Recreational Center
Grand Parkway Extension
Friendswood, Texas
Neighborhood Center
(Retail , Food , Services)
Main Sireet Historic District
Challenger 7 Memorial Park
Webster, Texas
Entertainment Center
Friendswood, Te)(as Cenlral
Business District
Bay brook Mall
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Vision
Westwood is an environmentally conscious community incorporating sustainable strategies such as stormwater best
management practices, ecological preservation and wa lkability. The character of Westwood will emerge as a livable, timeless
neighborhood built in a walkable framework of community spaces interwoven with the natural environment.
This pattern builds on modern placemaking while embracing Texas' heritage and the time honored trad ition of pedestrianscaled environments that are great places to live, work and play. Providing connectivity to nearby amenities in addition to
attractive, internal, landmarks and public spaces is key to ensuring the neighborhood is distinct.
Westwood is close to schools, Clear Creek, neighborhood services and recreational amenities. With approximately 1,300
residential units and a comprehensive recreational program , Westwood will be a model for future development in the area.
Moreover, the natural attributes of Westwood informs planning and design; including the location of buildings, layout of roads ,
character of parks and open space as well as stormwater drainage and treatment techniques. This vis ion maximizes comfort
and quality of life for residents, increases access to nature and fitness amenities, yet provides a safe, secure place to live for
generations to come.

The Westwood Design Standards will help to ensure that every step-from the placement of fots, planning of individual structures 10 the construction of each sitecontribtltes to the vitality of the neighborhood.
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General Commercial District
Along Westwood's northe rnmost edge, a vibrant shopping district is envisioned to capture retail
dollars along Farm to Market Road 518 (FM 518). Th is genera l com mercial district may have singlestory, larger-scaled , pedestrian- and auto-o riented commercia l developme nt. Venues may include
a variety of commun ity-serving uses that include retai l, services, office, auto-related businesses,
eating, drinking, recreation and entertainment. While th is ty pe of district is inte nded to captu re
roadway traffic, it should also seek to incorporate efforts to capture neighborhood traffic.

Parks and Open Space
In Westwood, you will find an interconnected system of parks and open spaces that help to create
pedestrian linkages that promote walkability. These spaces emphasize connections with both internal
and external hike/bike trails to provide strong linkages with neighborhoods and other recreational
amenities surrounding the Westwood comm unity. Open spaces are envisioned to provide safe
pedestrian and bicyclist connectivity to Westwood's school site, as well as to its shopping district,
amenity center and other site features . They also contribute to a comprehensive stormwater
management system which helps to preserve and protect the predevelopment hydrological functions
and ecosystems of the site.

Neighborhood Commercial Amenity Center
Featured as a key entryway into the neighborhood , Westwood 's rec reational amenity ce nter and
neighborhood commercia l district is envisioned as a landmark that provides distinctive branding
and architectural monuments at the intersectio n of League City Parkway and Maple Leaf Drive . The
architecture of the amenity center w ill prese nt a welcomi ng front to the neighborhood and Interest
a long the street level to enco urage residents and thei r guests to visit the space. It will also se rve
as a key connection fo r Westwood res idents between the northern shopp ing district and southern
recreationa l amenities and feature neighborhood-serving uses, such as retai l, office services, eating
and drinking .

Sc hool Site
Located along the centra l weste rn edge of the community is a new neighborhood schoo l. The school
site may feature recreation al fields or other amen iti es.

Green Infrastructure
Similar to the neighborhood's parks and open space system, Westwood's central Green Boulevard is
envisioned to feature ra in gardens, bioswales and other technologies that serve as environmentally
friendly approaches to stormwater management. This green infrastructure also adds an amenity
to the neighborhood by creating a boulevard street system which reflects the environmental
consciousness of the neighborhood while connecting systems of detention facilities to larger
drainage systems.
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Using the Standards
The Westwood Design Standards guide development and communicate the expectations and quality envisioned for the
community. Each phase of construction must contribute to the overall social, environmental and economic vitality of the
Westwood Management District.

By following these standards, future phases will create a cohesive, sustainable and marketable design for Westwood that
appeals to present and future homeowners alike. Adherence to these standards wil l be critical to distinguishing Westwood fJom
neighboring communities and to achieving environmentally conscious design that blends into the landscape.

Actionable standards for the planning, design and construction of Westwood are indicated using the following color symbology.
Orange, green and blue signify the standards applicable to the following development/construction activities:

Platting
These deSign standards involve the subdivision of land into lots requiring the extension of municipal facilities,
sllch as water and wastewater infrastrllcture. Platting design standards are intended to guide the Westwood
Management District and associated deCision-makers In overseeing the full build out of this site over the next 20
years . Although many Platting Design Standards are addressed through Westwood's Master Plan, It is important

that commercial/residential developers and bUilding contractors integrate them throughout the process of
designing and building structures, spaces and other features located within the Westwood Management District

Site Planning
These design standards involve the design of site plans, elevations, building plans, landscaping, land surveys,
traffic studies, impact analyses, etc. Site planning design standards are intended to guide developers, home
builders, architects, engineers, landscape architects or other professionals in the creation of parcel-specific
.. 9"si~lns for properties located in Westwood.

Implementation
These design standards involve the final construction and/or operation of facilities. Implementation design
standards are intended to guide contractors, home builders and other professionals that will help Westwood to
achieve full build-out. All implementation design standards will be applied to Sections 2, 3, 4. 5, 6 and 7 of the
Westwood Management District as indicated on the Westwood Master Plan.

5

WESTWOOD DESIGN STANDARDS

I

League City, Texas

Land Use & Community Character

iii Platting

n

Site Planning

D

Implementation

Platting

Residential Uses

Lot Dimensions

Single Famify Residential
Many established and "sta rter" families in League City prefer

Small lots should be 60 to 69.99 feet wide by 100 to 120
feet deep.

to live in traditional , suburban single family homes w ith
parks and multi-purpose hike and bike trails nearby. The
branding, identity and traditional detached housing units of

Medium lots should be 70 to 79.99 feet wide by 100 to
120 feet deep.

the Westwood community will need to attract this segment of
League City's population.
Westwood is located in a medium density residential district
in which the minimum lot size for single-family homes is 7,000
square feet. 1 Due to this minimum, small, medium and large
lot dimensions of 60, 70 and 80 feet wide are recommended .

Large lots should be 80 to 90 feet wide by 100 to 120 feet
deep
Larger single family residential lot sizes shou ld
concentrate along key gateways to the commun ity (such
as at the intersection of Maple Leaf Drive and League
City Parkway)

All homes, regardless of lot size, should have a strong streetorientation with porches and entries that promote interaction
and socialization among residents . Th is w ill help to reinforce
the pedestrian scale and 'character of Westwood .
These small, medium and large single-family lot dimensions
should blend together throughout the development to create
visual interest that enhances the aesthetic beauty of the
community. Including more than one lot width on each block,
can also help to reduce aesthetic monotony associated with
repetitive suburban building patterns.
To create an environment that reduces unnecessary amounts
of asphalt, concrete or other impervious coverages commonly
found in typical suburban development, the implementation of
shared driveways for single family residential uses is strongly
encouraged. Shared driveways reduce costly curb cuts that
interrupt sidewalks along residential roadways. Th is helps
create an atmosphere that is comfortable, safe and walkable
for pedestrians.
1 For more information regarding definilions of 101 width ordeprh, please refer to League
Cily Code of Ordinances.

Homes should have a strong street-orientation with porches and entries that promote interaction and socialization among residents.
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Site Planning
Auto Access

Setbacks, Massing and Orientation

Homes and units will face the street, medrated by raised

porches or stoops that promote Neyes on the

street~

and

neighborliness.
The entry ways to all homes must be oriented towards

the street.
50 percent of homes shall have front entry way porches
that are a minimum of six feet in depth.
Residential porches should be six inches above grade
to provide a clear separation between a home's front
entryway and the street.
The use of columns and open railings is strongly
encouraged to promote visibility to and from the street.
Shaded, cantilevered porches similar to the homes found
in League City's historic downtown area, are strongly
encouraged to provide additional outdoor space , and to
mediate the harsh Texas summer sun .

Garages set back a minimum of five feet from the front
fa~ades of houses shall be provided for homes placed on
lots exceeding 70 feet in width .
Orient garages to mitigate impacts on streets, internal
pedestrian access ways and public spaces.
To minimize impervious coverage . shared d(ivew~ys for
single family residentia l lots that are less than 70 feet
wide are strongly encouraged.
When applicable , incorporate shared driveways along
residential streets by installing a common curb cut
between property lines every 50 feet.
Parking pads that are 18 feet deep are encouraged
outside or alongside garages and shared driveways
spaces so that parked vehicles do not jam shared
driveways.

Buildings on corner lots should be sited and designed so
that they present attractive elevations to both streets.
Aesthetically-pleasing building materials, landscape
elements , house massing, wrap-around porches, fat;ade
composition, and other design strategies should be
employed to contribute to the community character of
Westwood
Where a block abuts a park and no road is provided that
separates the two , orient homes so that the mam facade
and entrance either fronts or sides onto the park .
Backing homes onto parks and open space is strongly
discouraged.
If it is not possible to front or side homes onto parks, no
more than two blocks of houses should back onto parks
and open space at any time.
Lot Coverage

Homes should cover a moderate amount of the lot
and be generally set back from the road , however, in
juxtaposition to more rural subdivisions, yards should
be smaller and more heavily landscaped to ensure a
pleasantly walkable, human-scaled environment.
PerviOlls paving surfaces are strongly encouraged in
driveway treatments, sidewalks, pathways leading to
buildings' front or side entryways, on-street parking
spaces and off-street parking areas.
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Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Postage Delivery

Masonry fencing shall be used along major roadways
including Maple Leaf Drive, League City Parkway,
Windemere Road and McFarland Road .
Fencing behind a home that is adjacent to streets, parks
or open spaces may be up to six feet in height.
Fencing above 48 inches in height being semitransparent (e.g. wooden lattice with vines, wire mesh or
other appropriate material) is recommended .
Front yard fences are prohibited.
Landscape plantings along fences adjacent to roadways,
parks , open spaces, sidewalks and trails are encouraged.
Each residential lot should feature front yard trees from
the approved plant and tree species lists.
Trees should be appropriately sized for yards and root
barriers shou ld be installed where appropriate to keep
root systems from damaging foundations, driveways, and
sidewalks.

To discourage vehicle miles traveled in Westwood,
cluster style mailbox facilities shall be placed along
residential streets at a maximum distance of 1500 feet
apart.
The integration of cluster mailbox facilities within
community parks, connector parks or other appropriate
communal spaces are highly encouraged . The USPS
Post Master shall approve the location of all cluster-style
mailboxes.
Cluster-style mailboxes shall be situated within either
right-of-way between the sidewalk and the curb, or
situated within a homeowners association maintained
facility adjacent to a public street.
Cluster-style mailboxes shall be on the other side of a lot
from a fire hydrant, and in no case shall be less than 6
feet from a fire hydrant.
Cluster-style mai lboxes may not be located within five
feet of a drive way or within a sight distance triangle (as
defined by City of League City Code of Ordinances).

Each front yard tree shall be a minimum of 2 caliper
inches per tree . A minimum of 6 caliper inches tota l for
each front yard is required .

To ensure long-term durability of mai l facilities, the use of
metal mailboxes are strongly encouraged .

The front yards of residential lots shall feature a variety
of tree species from Table 6: Recommended Trees for
Genera l Landscaping on page 37).

If lit, the illumination surrounding cluster-style mail
faci lities should not encroach or burden adjacent
residential properties .

Facade Treatment
A ll exposed sides of a buitding should be designed with
the same level of care and integrity.
Bu ildings should be attractive and visually engaging
from all sides; meaning all building facades adjacent
to roadways, parks, open spaces, sidewalks and trails
should include articulated features, corner elements,
inset windows, highlighted entry features, prominent
cornices and roof lines.
Where a garage presents its side elevation to the street,
it should be designed to feature similar building materials,
rhythm of w indow placement and facade articulation as
the primary building elevation.
Varying lot widths should be accompanied by a diversity
of architectural styles, far;ade treatments, and building
scales in a manner that respects desired character and
maintai ns compatibility with nearby communities.
Strive to incorporate architectural materials that are, by
design, more storm resistant.

Single Family Residential

DESIGNWORKSHOP
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Single Family Residentia l Accessory Dwelling Units
Accessory dwelling units, also known as "granny flats", may
be permitted to accompany any single family home if certain
requirements (such as impervious surface restrictions) are
met. 2 These add itional accessory dwelling units are key to
providing a mixture of housing opportunities that leads to
long-term community vibrancy.
There are many benefits to having accessory dwelling units
on single fam ily residential properties. These units help to
ensure that the Westwood Management District provides its
community residents enough housing options to allow them
to live in the same area throughout a lifetime by providing
housing for older family members. Accessory dwelling units
are an excellent alternative to expensive, assisted-living
facilities for senior citizens or the disabled . They also allow
multi-generational households in which family members are
able to live on the same property within a community.
Accessory dwelling units are also a great way to maximize
space and the value of a property. These units can help
to create mixed income neighborhoods without reducing
property values. This increases the housing stock while
respecting the appearance and scale of single-dwelling
neighborhoods surrounding Westwood.
2 Fo r more information regarding special use permi/s. please retar to Lea gue City Code of
Ordina nces.

o
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Platting
Lot Dimensions

See League City's Code of Ordinances Sec. 125-120. Accessory structures and uses.
No more lhan 50 percent of residential units along a
block face will include accessory dwelling units.
Accessory dwelling units shall be limited to corner lots or
lots larger than 70 feet in width .

Site Planning
Lot Coverage

See League City's Code of Ordinances Sec. 125-120. Accesso ry structu res and uses.
Setbacks, Massing and Orientation

The accessory dwelling unit will be separated from the
principa l build ing mass by at least 10 feet.
All accessory dwelling units must be free-standing,
detached structures.
Corner lots may only obtain access fo r both the main
structure and accessory dwelling units from one street.
An accessory dwelling unit entryWay door may face a
street or a driveway.

Implementation
Facade Treatment

The deSign and materials of accessory dwelling units
should be complementary with the main bui lding and
surrounding structures.
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Figure 1: Single Family Residential with Accessory Uses

Accessory dwelling units help

to ensure that Westwood residents
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Non-Residential Uses
General Commercial

Neighborhood Commercial

Accord ing to League City's 2035 Comprehensive plan, it
is considered a "bedroom-community" that has historically
had limited retail facilities causing community residents to
travel outside of the city contributing their retail sales dollars
elsewhere. Th is trend has resulted in shortages of quality
employment opportunities in the area, as well as minimal
sales taxes , which creates challenges for League City in its
ability to fund capital programs.

Westwood's central core will feature smaller scaled,
pedestrian - oriented neighborhood commercial with building
floor plates of 10,000 square feet or less. The following
neighborhood commercial uses are appropriate in this area:

Because Westwood's commercial district is located along a
major arterial roadway (FM 518), appropriate development
includes larger-scaled, yet pedestrian-oriented, retail or office
establishments with floor plates of 10,000 square feet or
greater.
This development should include uses such as retail, office,
professional services and entertainment venues that help to
capture League City's share of Texas' coastal labor pool. This
is supportive of League City's economic vision. Commercial
uses featuring vibrant outdoor spaces that draw patrons and
bolster the appeal of the Westwood Management District are
strongly encouraged.

Small-scale retail such as food and beverage stores;
Instructional services such as photography, arts,
crafts , dance or music studios, diet centers , fitness
studios, health clubs or spas;
Entertainment venues such as eating or drinking
establishments featuring outdoor seating and live music;
or
Professional services such as child care, animal care ,
medical offices, dental offices and repair shops.
Commercial uses are required on the ground floors of
buildings in this d istrict; however residential uses may be
located atop of businesses if desired.3

3 For more information regarding Neighborhood Commercial standards . please refer to
League City Code of Ordinances.

' Front doors" to businesses should be considered critical to the marketing and branding of the community.
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Roof Treatment

Setbacks, Massing and Orientation
Commercial businesses should locate within easy
walking distances to open spaces to allow for
so~ial i zat i an,

flexible work opportu1nities, entertainment

anti events.
General Commercial building frontages should face the
public realm and complement pedestrian activities along

the

street~ l evel.

Frontages should include features such as plazas, patios,
courtyards and welcoming building entries that promote
outdoor' activities.

Roofs shall have parapets or similar screening to conceal
service structures , lift motor rooms, satellite dishes and
mechanical plants such as HVAC units so as not to be
visible from street view.
The average height of such parapets or screens shall not
exceed 15 percent of the height of the supporting wall
and such parapets shall not at any point exceed one-third
('~) of the Height of the supporting wall.
Such parapets shall feature three-dimensional cornice
treatment.

Pedestrian Safety and Accessibility
Future commercial development along Main Street
(FM 518) should feature shared access points and
I~ndscaping

with Westwood's northern park to promote

non~automobile

connectivity.

Commercial uses shoulq discourage short vehicular trips
thrpugh the installation of bicycle racks and connections
with pedestrian and picycle trails .
Convenient access for residents, including those
traveling by foot, bicycle, go lf cart or other alternative
modes, shall be provided.
Public benches s~ould be located in appropriate places
whe re people are expected to sit. Benches shou ld not
be placed in unsafe areas such as along major arterials,
behind buildings, or in places that are not clearly visible
or well-lit.
Seating is encouraged in front of businesses, in pub lic
spaces and other instances where appropriate.

Implementation
Facade Treatment
Visua l clutter such as over- reliance on signage, flashing
signs, poorly implemented or maintained streetscape
amen ities, or poorly managed frontages detract from the
marketability of businesses and are prohibited.
Refuse, Recycling and Service Facilities
A ll tras h, recycling and utilities facilities must be visually
and acoustically screened from pedestrian rights-of-way.

All ground- level loading areas, refuse and outdoor
storage areas and mechan ical equ ipment visible from a
street, or adjoining residentia l use sha ll be screened.
Screening shall be achieved th rough the installation of
a wall or fence six foot in height or a height sufficient to
obscure the area or equipment re quiring the screening,
w hichever is less.

••

Screening may be provided by using a semi-opaque
fence, solid vegetative surface or combination of both .
The he ight of screening plants shall be based on typical
plant size within five growing seasons.

Commercial
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Public/Institutional
School facilities should integrate with nearby uses and
connect to destinations through a network of streets ,
sidewalks and trails. The Westwood Master Plan establishes
a system of trails and greenways that generally connects
the school site with neighborhoods, parks, shopping areas
and other civic facilities . However, it will be important
throughout future site plann ing and implementation phases
to do everything possible to promote safe and clear ly visible
connections to and from school for children in the community.
School children from Westwood and other neighborhoods
subdivisions can travel to this school site along a 10 foot
shared-use trail designed for bicycle and pedestrian use.
Every effort should be made to ensure the neighborhood
school grounds and associated recreational amenities will be
implemented as a single, well-landscaped campus with lawns
and play fields that provide a visual and open space amenity
to the surrounding neighborhood.
The clustering oftrees on the school site in combination
with perimeter street trees along League City Parkway can
help to maximize shade for school children within and near
the campus. This will be key to promoting walkability in
Westwood for school children and adults alike.

(]I Platting

D

Site Planning

D

Implementation

Site Planning
Pedestrian Safety and AccessibiJity

Crossings near schools shou ld include signage, warning
rumble strips and audible cross ing signals for the hearing
impaired .
Convenient access to schools for resiqents and their
child ren, including those traveling by foot, bicycle, golf
cart or other alternative modes, shall be provided.
Sidewalks and pedestrian pathways should safely
connect the schoo l site to surrounding res idential areas,
com mercial amenities and pa rks and open spaces.
Partner with the local schoo l district to ensure
Westwood's school site includes open lawns and play
fie lds that provide a visua l and open space amenities to
the commun ity.

Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Partner with the local school district to encourage the
clustering of school site trees with perimeter street tree
canopies along League City Parkway to maximize the
shade provided for pedestrians around the campus.

Westwood 's schoo l should be implemented as a single, well-landscaped campus tha t provides an open space amenity to the surrounding neighborhood.
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Site Planning

Parks and Open Space
The Westwood Master Plan provides ope n space that
should amenitize not just the homes closest to them but
the community as a w hole. It should also contribute to
League City 's comprehensive parks system. Future building
efforts must implement the intensity of development along
these spaces and ensure every effort is made to connect
Westwood's natural areas to regional tra ils.

Pedestrian Safety and Accessibility

Parks and open spaces should be accessible to the
entire Westwood community.
Programming

Parks and open spaces shou ld provide recreational
programming for all age groups .

Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Restoration of natural areas is strongly encouraged
during new development and, to the extent possible,
redevelopment.
Wherever possible, parks should take advantage
of existing mature vegetation by preserving it and
incorporating it as a feature of the park to maximize use
of shaded areas.

Homes should face onto parks and open spaces to encourage community inieracti'on and to promote the safety and security of park users.
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Parks & Open Space
Parkland Dedication & Design
The development of Westwood will result in significant
open space and recreational opportunities for residents,
employees and visitors. Its open space system, which
comprises 28 acres, is designed to contribute to the overall
identity of the new community. As a community with a focus
on health and weilness, Westwood employs parks, open
spaces and landscape amenities as a means to provide
passive and active recreation opportunities for residents and
their guests.
Parkland located along League City Parkway enhances
the region 's overall open space network. Parks should be
accessible by the public so that they serve as strategic links
between Westwood , Westover Park and other nearby open
space amenities such as Clear Creek.
The Westwood Master Plan ded icates acreages of open
space for active and passive recreational activities. All
acreages dedicated as parks or open space shou ld be
designed in accordance with the followi ng sub-categories:

1.
2.

3.
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Parks and open space may include wayfinding and signage
kiosks, picn ic shelters, play equipment, bike racks, parking
areas, art amenities and aesthetically pleasing integrated
stormwater conveyance systems such as rain gardens. These
features will help to ensure natural features are transformed
into memorable destinations for homeowners and visitors.
Although the site is characterized by flat topography overall,
pedestrian and veh icu lar connections to open space should
emphasize internalized landscape amenities to the highest
extent possible. Every effort should be made to artfully
complement wayfinding programs to establish visual linkages
within or between places.
Where appropriate, recreational facilities located with in parks
and open spaces should accommodate active social uses
such as picnics, parties, group exercise or other community
events. Pervious surfaces for providing connections to
open space destinations are strongly encouraged. Surface
materials should consider the purpose for which they are
serving. For example, use softer surface materials near play
structure equipment in Westwood 's playgrounds.

Commu nity parks,
Westwood Pond, or
Connector parks.
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Implementation

Platting

Fencing and Landscaping

Lot Dimensions
Landscape amenities are not required to meet lot
size requirements; however, to ensure pedestrian
connectivity, natural amenities not abutting a street
shou ld be connected to one by a strip of open space.

Site Planning

.,.,..-'''-,-..,.....--

Pedestrian Safety and Accessibility

No home in Westwood may be beyond a comfortable
walk ing distance (approximately 1/4 mile) from a park or
open space.
Parks and natural areas should be utilized as buffers
between incompatible uses or as a means of maintaining
a natural vieW shed between developed areas .
A ll drainage features must connect to a system of open
spaces in a manner that increases connectivi ty and/or
views to nature.
Programming

The usage of fencing near parks and open space should
be limited and only used for safety or security purposes.
If perimeter fencing must be used, low fencing of three
feet in height is encouraged.
Fencing above three feet in height must be semitransparent and include at least one gate that
encourages pedestrian traffic and visibility into the park
or open space.
Landscaping, particularly trees with a strong canopy,
shou ld be planted to make a positive impression and
bui ld upon the community brand in a manner that is
highly desirable to future home buyers.
Every effort should be made to restore and enhance
natural areas and features for purposes of drainage,
stormwater detention, and retention.
Avoid complete destruction or removal of vegetation
during the development process.
Operations and Management

A ll parks and open spaces should have a proven purpose
and functionality, such as playgrounds or other physical
design that is appropriate ly based on the intended role of
the space to its users.

Adverse impacts from park activities on surrounding
neighborhoods should be mitigated th rough careful park
planning, site deSign, management and operations .

Builde rs should seek out opportunities to incorporate
landmarks into recreational areas, inc luding artwork,
monumentation. unique landscaping, wate r amenities or
other distinctive features.
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Parks & Open Space
Park Activation Sources

iii Platting 0

Implementation

Table 1: Approved Park Activation Sources
ACTIVATION

Activation sources are design features t hat help to promote
the utilization, user safety and user enjoyment of parks and
opens spaces. The intent of activation sources is to ensure
each space is a memorable, safe destination for users of all
ages, backgrounds and physical mobility abilities.

D

Site Planning

SOURCE
Trails , being either
connected to
ex isting or future
trails or a loop
circuit (pe r Yo mile
of trail)

Each landscape amenity in Westwood-whether a
park, pond or open space along the community's Green
Boulevard-should incorporate activation sources that
contribute lasting value to the outdoor space and to the
community. These activation sources, may include, but
are not limited to those programming features included in
Table 1: Approved Park Activation Sources. Mandatory
activation sources for each category of parks and open space
are indicated by the symbol "e", while optional activation
sources are ind icated by "0". Park activation sources that are
discouraged in certain locations are indicated by "1Sl".

Public art

All park and open space improvements shall be provided
in accordance with Table 1: Approved Park Activation
Sources. The provision of more than one of the same park
activation so urce shall be calculated as mu ltiple activation
sources (e.g. two soccer fields shall be calculated as two
activation sources). The provision of any park or open space
improvement not identified in Table 1: Approved Park
Activation Sources is strongly discouraged. The calculation
of any park improvement not identified in this document shall
be as approved by the Westwood Management District.

Trash receptacle,
including pel waste
receptacle

Community garden
Seating, being 3
individua l benches
Picnic Tables,
being 2 tables and
a gri ll
Picnic Tables,
being 3 tables and
no grill
Drinking fountain
and tap

COMMUNITY
PARK

WESTWOOD

CONNECTOR

POND

PARK

•

•

0

•

•

0

•

0

0

•

0

0

•
•

•

0

0

0

•

•
•

•

0

•

•

•
•
0

0

Exe rcise
equipment circuit

0

0

0

Sporting field
(e .g. soccer field,
baseba ll field,
softball field)

0

0

0

Sporting court
(e.g. tenn is court,
voll eyball court,
basketbal l court)

0

0

0

Sports clubhouse

0

0

0

Spray fountain
playscape

0

0

0

Small cou rt areas
(e.g . bocce ball,
ho rseshoes,
washers)

0

0

0

Game table

0

0

0

Ropes course

0

0

0

Fenced , dog oftleash area

0

0

0

•

•
•

Playscape
Pavi lions
Bike kiosk (e.g . tire
pumps, racks)

Open play area
Pond

•
0

0

0
0

0
0

Pie r/boat launch

0

0

0

Event space

0

0

0

Environmental
education feature

0

0

0

A community garden can promote neighborliness in Westwood.
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Site Planning

Commu·n ity Parks
Community parks are the largest outdoor recreational spaces
in Westwood. As such, these open spaces are intended to
function as a seamless extension of existing open space
resources that ultimately contribute to a area-wide system
of greenways and accessible open spaces near the regional
hike and bike trail running north towards Clear Creek.
Westwood 's community parks are public spaces and should
include the largest number of activation sources so as to
provide a variety of outdoor experiences for many users.
These parks should provide easy veh icular and pedestrian
access and space for informal gatherings as well as major
civic events.

Programming
A minimum of 5 park activation sources shall be provided
per community park.
The calculation of any park improvement not iden~ified
in the approved activation sources tab le shall be as
approved by the Westwood Management District

I mplementation
For more standards for community park design, please
refer to the City of League City Code of Ordinances.

Community parks should include th e largest number of activation sources so as to provide a va riety of outdoor experiences for many users.

DESIGNWORKSHOP

",' CobbFendley

18

Parks & Open Space
Westwood Pond
Westwood features a large storm water retention pond at the
southernmost portion of the community. Surrounding the
pond and park space are meadows that will be designed for
recreational purposes. Additional ly, a continuous pathway
should encircle Westwood Pond and provide connectivity
to the park space. This multi-purpose hike and bike trail will
extend around the pond and link to trails along Westwood 's
Green Boulevard.
The inclusion of a continuous system of landscaped
greenways along the perimeter of Westwood will help to
connect the new community to surrounding neighborhoods
and open spaces, including Westwood, Westover Park and
other nearby amenities such as Clear Creek.
The open space surrounding Westwood Pond should be
simple, flexible and suitable for a wide range of informal
uses. The naturalistic beauty of pond features should also be
emphasized through maximizing environmental ly conscious
design features and native plant landscaping.

iii Platting 0
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Site Planning
Programming

A minimum of 10 park activation sources shall be
provided within open space surrounding Westwood Pond .
The calculation of any park improvement not identified
in the approved activation sources table 'sha ll be as
approved by the Westwood Management District.
Multi-purpose trails around West\oVood Pond shou ld help
to link open space destinations and activation sources
in Westwood to regiona l hike and bike trails or other
amenities appea ling to residents of the community.
A six foot wide pervious trai l will be provided around the
pond.
All activation sources, paths, trails and pa rking areas
(if applicable) wi ll be designed for resi lience to flood
impacts.

I mplementation
Fencing and Landscaping

The character of lands caping around Westwood Pond
should be naturalistic in style, with meadows and tree
canopy surrounding the perimeter of the pond.
Limit the usage of concrete bulkhead wall installation
around the retention pond to 50 percent or less.
Plant native or adapted tree species around the perimeter
of all retention ponds to mitigate soil erosion and to
promote water quality benefits.
Lighting

Pond activation sources should be lit to a minimum of 0 5
footcandles.

Westwood Pond is a community amenity that ca n provide recreational activities such as fishing and birding.
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Parks & Open Space
Connector Parks
Westwood features small connector parks that are oftentimes
located at the end of cul-de-sacs to provide additional
pedestrian and bicycle linkages to roadways, surrounding
neighborhoods, parks, open spaces and trails. These linear
connector parks are typically 30 feet in width by 70 feet in
length, but vary in size from 2,000 to 10,000 square feet.
A large connector park in Westwood occurs at the
southernmost terminus of the Green Boulevard. At
approximately 85 feet wide by 120 feet long, this connector
provides plenty of space for activation sources and
neighborhood gatherings. It also serves as an important
pedestrian connector between the Green Boulevard and
Westwood Pond.
Another large connector park is also located adjacent to
Westwood's school. This space could provide dual activation
sources that establish it as both a residential amenity and
a key recreational area near the school grounds. This
connector park, along with others, should be designed in
a way that will amenitize adjacent properties and provide
programmatic elements that encourage the use of these
smaller open spaces.

iii Platting H

Site Planning

0

Implementation

To accommodate future potential roadway connectivity to
the west, the Westwood Master Plan features 60 foot w ide
connector parks that link to Windmere Road. The connector
parks along Windmere Road can help serve the informal
recreation needs of residents and provide re lief from the
housing pattern.
The programming and design of all connector parks should
respond to immediate surroundings and include appropriate
lighting and smaller-scaled activation sources such as trails,
benches or horseshoes (as opposed to Westwood's larger
commun ity parks, which respond to city-wide recreational
needs).
Parks that have the appearance of being isolated,
disconnected or not linked to a larger open space network
may encourage activities that threaten the safety and secur ity
of the Westwood community. Every effort should be made to
minimize these risks by using design principles discussed in
the Safety and Security section of this document.

.,..-'"

J

~I.~

Connector parks are ideal for gathering around small court recreational programming such as horseshoes or bocce ball.
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I mplementation

Site Planning

Lighting

Programming
A minimum of 3 park activation sources shall be provided
within connector parks.

Connector parks must be lit to a minimum of 0.5
footcandfes .

The calculation of any park improvement not identified
in the approved activation sources table shall be as
approved by the Westwood Management District.
Setbacks, Massing and Orientation

Connector parks must be well integrated into the design
of streets and residential development patterns.
Pedestrian Safety and

A~cessibility

Trails leading to various activation sources must promote
both daytime and nigh~time visibility (nto and out of
con,nector parks.
Constructing multi-purpose trails of pervious surfaces is
stronglyencourage"d..
. _ _ _ __

Homes could (rant or side onto connector parks /hat provide addiUollal pedestrian passageways and open space for Westwood residents.

21

WESTWOOD DESIGN STANDARDS

I

League City, Texas

Parks & Open Space

iii Platting

n

Site Planning

D

Implementation

Lighting & Trash
Receptacle
Ample Tree
Canopy & Lawn

Bench
Play Structure or
Other Element
SidewalkfTrail
Connection

The plan rendering shows an example of a connector park and potential programming elements such as benches, lighting, trash receptacles, and a trail connection.
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Mobility
Community Gateways
Gateways are critical to the marketability and branding
message of Westwood. The identity of the community should
be promoted at key entry pOints along major arterials into the
neighborhood. The use of uninterrupted, opaque walls and
fences along streets and open space boundaries surrounding
key community gateways are strongly discouraged. Periodic
visibi lity into the community can be ensured by limiting areas
where walls can be used as a barrier to impede mobitity.
Where a continuous fence or wall is necessary, it shou ld be
designed so as to contribute positively to the community and
compliment the style and character of surrounding homes
and neighborhoods.

D

Platting

OSite Planning D

Implementation

Site Planning
Site triangles (as defined by City of League City Code of
Ordinances) are required for all intersections with major,
minor and collector roadways.
Safe, wel l-lit, signalized crosswalks must be installed at
all key intersections as indicated in the Westwood Master
Plan.
For each major entry point into Westwood, permanent
subdivision identification sigm:?, being monument
sign age, or a. sign on a screening or decorative wall,
should be installed.
Subdivision identification signs must be constructed
of masonry, stone:, brick, wood or other high quality
materials compatible with the surroundfng development.
Subd ivision entry signs must be setback from the
property line located outside the reC1uired sight distance
triangle (as defined by City of League City Code of
Ordinances); located outside any drainage easement;
_a.,Y". _~,
and located outside any public or private right-of-w

Implementation
Gateways along Maple Leaf Drive should be installed to
provide direct connectivity between Westwood and the
Westover Park community.
Safety features such as crosswa lks , bollards and lighting
should be creatively designed to reinforce the community
brand, district identity and linkages.

The identity of the community should be promoted at key gateway entry points.
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Street Connectivity

1.

D

Implementation

Platting

The Westwood Master Plan establishes a hierarchy of street
connectivity and mobil ity through the fo llowing fo ur types of
streets:

2.
3.
4.

Site Pl anning

Maple Leal Drive;
League City Parkway;
Green Boulevard; and
Residential Streets.

Meet League City's Roadway Connectivity Index of 1.4 or
greater.
Emergency routes should be considered to start deep
within residentia l and commercial areas and should
extend into arterials and freeways.
New development and redeve lopment must connect to
existing adjacent roadways as well as to League City 's
regional trail network.

Site Planning
Minimum right-aI-way (ROW) widths to which developers
must adhere to along each of these roadways are included
in League City's Code of Ordinances. Every effort to
enhance pedestrian, bicycle and golf cart connectivity and
circulation alongside roadways and in the ROW should
be made, although in some instances vehicle connectivity
may supersede other modes of transit. Streets are spaced
appropriately based upon functional classification, however,
the Westwood Master Plan emphasizes pedestrian, bicycle,
golf cart and automobile connectivity between destinations,
within and around the community.

A~do

Access

Site triangles (as defined by City of League City Code of
Ordinances) are required for all intersections with major,
minor and colledor roadways.
All cul-de-sacs must incorporate pedestrian, bicycle and
golf cart connections to other roadways, parks, opens
spaces or trail networks.
Emergency routes should be designed according to City
specifications, and, to the extent practical, remain free of
obstructions such as street hum
~
p:::
s;.
. _ _ _ _ _ _ _.....

Implementation
Every effort should be made to create better connectivity to
neighboring residential communities along Windmere Road,
Maple Leal Drive, and League City Parkway. CUl-de-sacs
and dead-end roadways should be avoided to the greatest
extent possible; however, when utilized they must be done in
a manner that provides viable, appropriately sized, safe and
well-lit pedestrian connections.

Operations and Management

Roadways that end for purposes of future connections
with adjacent areas must be clearly marked as "future
connecting roadways~ or similar for purposes of informing
the public, parti cularly temporarily impacted property
owners.

Every effort should be made to enhance pedestrian, bicycle and automobile connectivity between destinations in Westv.rood.
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Maple Leaf Drive

Site Planning

D

Implementation

Site Pl anning
Auto Access

Maple Leaf Drive, a city-designated minor arterial along
the eastern edge of Westwood serves as the main gateway
into the neighborhood. This roadway provides some areas
for recreational activity along its corridor and features a
wide shared use path for pedestrians and bicyclists. Ample
landscaping should be provided around each gateway and
entrance into Westwood.
At the intersection of Maple Leaf Drive and League City
Parkway, the northwest and southwest corners of the
intersection are designated for commercial use. The amenity
center for Westwood is located in the northwest corner and is
adjacent to the detention pond and 4.15 acre public park. The
amenity center, park and detention pond should be designed
as one area and share common amenities such as parking.
A long linear park is located along the western edge of
Maple Leaf Drive that includes areas for informal play and
recreation. Additionally, a wide shared use path is located
along the entire west side of Maple Leaf Drive. Landscap ing
along this roadway should both screen traffic and provide a
landscape amenity for neighborhood reside nts .

Platting
Utilities within the

Right~of~way

Sanitary, water, and storm utilities are located
underground within the utility easements. Medium to
large trees need to be a minimum of 10 feet from utilities;
smaller tree varieties and/or shrub form trees may be
planted within utility easements.
All power lines, transformers , etc. inside the subdivision
will be located underground and in the rear of the lots.

Site triangles (as defined by City of League City Code of
Ordinances) are required for ,all intersections with major,
minor and collector roadways.
Parking is prohibited along Maple Leaf

Drive ~

Bicycling is permitted along Maple Leaf Drive's shared
use path.
Traffic Calming

StriRed pedestrian crossings will be provided on League
City Parkway and Maple Leaf Drive.

Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Masonry fencing shall be used along major roadways
including Maple Leaf Drive, League City Parkway,
Windemere Road and McFarland Road .
Fencing behind a home that is adjacent to streets, parks
or open spaces may be up to six feet in height.
Fencing above 48 inches in height being semitransparent (e.g. wooden lattice with vines , wire mesh or
other appropriate material) is recommended .
Landscape plantings along fences adjacent to roadways .
parks, open spaces, sidewalks and trails are encouraged.
Street trees within the right-of-way should be selected
from Table 2: Approved "Sidewalk Safe" Street Trees .
Lighti ng and Site Furnishings

Please refer to the City of League City Code of
Ordinances for minimum requirements for roadway
lighting.
Pedestrian lighting along Maple Leaf Drive's shared
use path should be illuminated with a minimum of 0.5
footcandles .
Please refer to Ugllting and Site Furnishings on page

39.
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Mobility
League City Parkway
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Implementation

Site Planning
Auto Access

League City Parkway, a city-designated minor arterial located
in the center of Westwood serves is another critical pathway
for mobility into and out of the subdivision. It is the roadway

Site triangles (as defined by City of League City Code of
Ordinances) are required for all intersections with major,
minor and collector roadways.

by which children and community residents will travel a long to
reach Westwood 's neighborhood school. As such , designing

Parking is prohib ited along League City Parkway.

for a shaded , pedestrian-friendly streetscape environment
will be paramount. Traffic calming efforts should be focused
along the perimeter of the school site to ensure safety, human
comfort and accessibility to this important destination with in
the commun ity.
League City Parkway's primary purpose is to carry high
volumes of traffic in the community, however, it can also unify
the community. Well designed walkways along the parkway
will help to connect Westwood to surrounding neighborhoods.
Landscaping along League City Parkway should both screen
traffic and provide a landscape amenity for neighborhood
residents. Houses are encouraged to side along League City
Parkway to take advantage of the landscape and open space
amenities.

Platting
Utilities within the Right-of-way
Sanitary, water, and storm utilities are located
underground within the utility easements

All power lines, transformers , etc, Inside the subdivision
will be located underground and in the rear of the lots

Bicycle Accessibility
Bicycling is permitted along League City Parkway's
shared use path.
Traffic Calming

Striped pedestrian crossings will be provided on League
City Parkway ahd Maple Leaf Drive.

Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Fencing along League City Parkway should be 48 to 72
inches in height.
Landscaping along fences adjacent to roadways and
trails are highly encouraged.
Street trees within the right-of-way should be selected
from Table 2: Approved "Sidewalk Safe" Street Trees.
Lighting and Site Furnishings

Please refer to the City of League City Code of
Ordinances for minimum requirements for roadway
lighting.
Pedestrian lighting along Maple Leaf Drive's shared
use path should be illuminated with a minimum of 0.5
footcandJes.
Please refer to Lighting and Site Furnishings on page
39.
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Green Boulevard
In addition to utilizing available parks, recreation facilities
and open spaces as tools for increasing the community 's
tree canopy, the Westwood Master Plan features a green
boulevard. Th is green boulevard bisects the site and is
maintained by the Westwood Management District.
The intent of the green boulevard is to provide a safe,
comfortable pedestrian connection from the northern phases
of the community to its southern most park. It features two,
one-way driving lanes separated by a large median . A wide
recreational trail shaded by trees will run along th is median
to provide a comfortable pedestrian experience between the
north and south portions of the side.

The boulevard will encourage pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity to nearby natural areas, which helps ensure
that no home in Westwood is beyond a comfortable walking
distance from a park or open space. Finall y, Westwood's
green boulevard encourages an intense, tree canopy that
provides shade for the multipurpose-purpose trail and
helps manage stormwater quality. It increases the value of
properties in the community by serving as a central amenity
that will attract homebuyers.

Each driving lane is approximately 20 feet wide, allowing for
eight feet of on-street parking and a 12 foot wide travel lane.
Parking lanes should be designated by a change in material
or color of material. The green boulevard 's eco-friendly
median integrates dry detention faci lities alongside a multipurpose trail that will increase mobility while contributing to
the unique community character of Westwood.
During periods of heavy rainfall, this median will help to
reduce flooding on roadways by quickly moving stormwater
from the northern portions of the subdivision to its southern
detention pond amenity. It will also feature native vegetation
and select tree species that improve wildlife habitat and
hydrological functions while providing natural beauty.

The above example shows a typical bulboul and how low-impact development techniques, such as rain gardens could be incorporated.
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Site Planning
Setbacks, Massing and Orientation

Residential street spaces are the most intimate street spaces
in neighborhoods, the place where neighbors meet casually.
They have street trees and walks that connect to parks,
commercial centers, major walkways along boulevards, and
regional trail systems.
Houses orient to the street and garages are de~emphasized
in a number of ways. Front yards and house entryways are
an integral part of the street scene. Creating comfortable,
accessible, pedestrian-friendly residential streets in
Westwood w ill be key to attracting homeowners to the
community. The right-oF-way along residential streets should
be defined on its edges with a w ide, tree-shaded sidewalk.

Houses front or side onto all residential streets.
Auto Access

Site triangles (as den ned by City of League City Code of
Ordinances) are required for all intersections with major,
minor and collector roadways.

Parking is allowed along both side of residential streets.
Bicycle Accessibility

There are no sharrows (lanes that are shared by both
cars and bicycle) O'r bike lanes along residential streets,
however, bicyclin£1 is permitted w ithin the travel lanes of
I
res identia l streets.

Traffic Calming
A well-designed planting strip separating the sidewalk from
automobile traffic can also house functional elements such as
street signs or traffic signs. Ensuring Westwood's residential
streets are pedestrian-friendly will entice residents to use
internal roadways as walking pathways to multi-purpose trail
systems, the regional hike and bike trail , the green boulevard,
parks and opens spaces or other surrounding amenities.

Platting

Plant street trees along residenfial streets every 30- 40
feet on center (centered between the curb and sidewalk)
to slow traffic.

Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Street trees within the right-of-way should be selected
from Table 2: Approved "Sidewalk Safe" Street Trees.

Utilities within the Right-of-way

Lighting and Site Furnishings

Sanitary, water, and storm utili ties are located
underground within the utility easements.
All power lines, transformers , etc. inside the
subdivision will be located underground and in
the rear of the lots

Please refer to the City of League City Code of
Ordinances for minimum requirements for roadway
!ighting.
Please refer to Ughting and Site Furnishings on page

39.
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Implementation
Pedestrian Safety and Accessibility

The Westwood Master Ptan meets an average pedestrian
and bicycle connectivity Accessibility Index of 1.5. To achieve
this goal, pedestrian routes need to deviate from vehicle
routes when the alternative offers greater convenience ,
increased safety or a better user experience. Block lengths in
Westwood fall within an average of 500 - 600 feet to a ll ow for
convenient veh icu lar and non ve hicular connectivity; however,
mid-bl ock crosswalks and pedestria n refuges in medians
should be added at when block lengths exceed 600 feet.
While four-foot, concrete sidewalks are required along
both sides of collectors, arterials and streets, the use of
wider, more environ mentall y friendly, permeable pavement
is strongly encouraged for recreational trails. Regard less
of materials used, sidewalks and trails shall provide
residential and commercial occupants convenient access to
parking, streets, trails and community amenities. Additional
landscaping along League City Parkway and Maple Leaf
Drive should maximize public awareness of pedestrian and
bicycle crossings.

Meet League City's Accessibility Index for
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity of 1.5 or
greater.
Sidewalks are required along both sides of all
streets and should facilitate safe pedestrian
crossings at each vehicu lar intersection,
The builder is responsible for constructing fourfoot concrete sidewalks abutting all lot frontages .
The construction of sidewalks along all
roadways, parks and public spaces is required ,
Traffic calming devices, such as bulbouts or
neckdowns should be installed at intersections
and midpoints of blocks longer than 1.200 feet.
Mid-block crosswalks are encouraged when
block lengths exceed 600 feet on all roads
except arterials or collectors.
Crossings near schools should include signage.
No above ground obstructions, such as
streetlight poles and/or bases, fire hydrants,
utility boxes, are allowed within the sidewalk.
On corner lots, sidewalks must be extended to
both curbs to include a ramp that makes access
to sidewalks available to persons in wheelchairs .
Fencing and Landscaping

Every reasonable effort shall be made to
preserve existing trees during the construction of
the sidewalks and recreational trails unless they
are deemed to be noxious trees by the City.
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Pro vidin g bike parking is a great way to encourage !lon-vehicular modes of Ira vel,

33

Key Pedeslria n18icycle Crossin gs

WESTWOOD DESIGN STANDARDS

I

League City, Texas

iii Platting

Mobility
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Implementation
Pedestrian Safety and Accessibility

A series of trails must connect the present and future phases
of Westwood with parks, open spaces and gathering places
These tra ils should accommodate the amount of individuals
anticipated to reside in Westwood at full build out. They
should also preserve sce nic view s and minimize impacts to
the env ironment.

Trails should be a minimum of eight feet wide to
accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists and other modes of
recreational transportation along both major and minor
roadways.
Trails should be developed as shared use pathways that
promote a variety of transportation modes, including
possible golf carts or other electronic vehicles.
Trails should provide interesting and enjoyable
experiences for the user; tying into the surrounding
regional trail system where possible.

Th e Westwood Master Plan uti lizes easements, rights-ofway and natural drainage courses to strengthen pedestrian
corridors. Trai ls and maj o r pedestrian connectio ns wi ll be
constructed at t he same time as the roadw ay netw ork.

Park activation sources along trails should be delineated
by wayfind ing and signage.
Pervious and durable materia ls are encouraged for trail
construction .
Lighting and Site Furnishings

Site Seating, trash receptacles, including pet waste
receptacle , and way finding signage shall be located at
major roadway intersections and at intersections with
other internal tra ils.
Bench seating and ballard lighting shall be placed along
paths where needed to provide for resting and user
safety.
Include outdoor furniture such as trash bins , viewing
platforms, drinking fountains as applicable.

Site fumiture within parks and along trails should accommodate the physically impa ired.
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Trails should be developed as shared use pathways that promote a variety of transportation modes, including possible golf carts or other electronic vehicles.
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Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

A comprehensive tree canopy within Westwood improves
stormwater management, provides shade and beauty for
local residents as well as reduces heat-island effect. Builders
must ensure that street trees , landscaping, fencing and
other materials do not obstruct users' clear vision triangle 4 at
intersections, crosswalks and other potential conflict locations
that may occur along higher traffic roadways.
Street trees must be planted and maintained in a manner that
promotes downward growth of roots, including installation
of root barriers. Some tree species, while native to Texas ,
may break sidewalks making them impassible for individuals
relying upon wheelchairs or walkers for mobility. Placing root
barriers linear to sidewalks will prevent damage to sidewalk
paving caused by the root systems of street trees .

The species included in Table 2: Approved "Sidewa lk
Safe" Street Trees will minimize sidewalk damage from
uplifting. These species are well suited to the southern
Houston area and specifically recommended for tolerance
to roadway conditions, maintenance requirements and root
growth. Planting a variety of tree species is recommended to
encourage biodiversity.

Plant materials proposed for use in Westwood must be
from Table 2: Approved "Sidewalk Safe" Street Trees.
Low maintenance, native, drought tolerant vegetation are
preferable to turf within the right-of-way, including spaces
between sidewalks and the street.
To create a cohesive tree canopy that provides for
consistent shade, street trees shou ld be planted every
30- 40 feet on center (centered between the curb and
sidewalk).
Root barriers in areas less than eight feet in width should
be placed linear to the roadway and adjacent to the
sidewalk where street trees are planted.
Every effort should be made to protect underground
utilities such as water. sewer, phone and cable from tree
or plant roots.
Trees should be a minimum of three caliper inches,
measured 12 inches off of the root ball.
Tree species planted within five feet from the back of curb
should be carefully selected for characteristics conducive
to growing in urban conditions, including: deep tap roots ,
tall canopy and limited tree "drop" (acorns, seed pods,
sap).
Street trees should be avoided in conflict areas (e.g.
plant~d near intersections in ways that interfere with
drivers' clear vision triangle) .

4 For more information regarding the definition of clear vision zone. please refer 10 League
City Code of Ordinances.

A comprehensive tree canopy improves stormwater management. provides shade and beauty for local residents and reduces heat-island effect.
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Table 2: Approved "Sidewalk Safe" Street Trees

Table 7: Recommended Plants for General Landscaping

STREET TREES

GROUND COVERS
" Name
'u9a

Common Name
Cedar Elm
Shumard Oak
Chinauapin Oak

Montezuma Cypress
Lacev Oak
River Birch

Mexican Sycamore

Scientific Name
Ulmus crassifoJia
Querclis shumardii
Quercus muef1lenberqii

Taxodium mucronatum
Quercus laceyi
Betufa niora
Platanus mexicana

Table 3: Recomm ended Tre es for Gre en Boule vard M edian
SCREENING

Common Name
Red Maple
Sweetaum
Southem Magnolia

American Sycamore
Mexican Sycamore
Live Oak
Bald Cypress"

Scientific Name
Acerrubrum
Uauidambar stvraciflua
Maanolia arandiflara
Platanus occidentalis
Platanus mexic8na
Quercus viroiniana
Taxod;um Distichum

Table 4: Recommended Trees for Screening
SCREENING

Common Name
River Birch

Bottlebrush
Texas Redbud
Possumhaw Holl
American Holly
Yaupon Holly
Little Gem Maanolia

Scientific Name
Betula nigra
Callistemmon s
Cercis canadensis 'Texensis'
lIex decidua
lIex 0 aca
lIex vomitoria
Maqnolia qrandiflora 'Little Gem'

Tab le 6: R ecommended Trees for General Landscaping
TREES
Common Name
Florida Maple
Red Maple
River Birch
Bottlebrush
Pecan
Texas Redbud
Texas Persimmon
Possumhaw Holly
American Holly
Yaupon Holly
Savannah Hollv
Sweet um
Southern Maqnolia
Little Gem Maanolia
Sweetbay Ma nolia
Slash Pine
Loblolly Pine
Texas Pis tache
American Sycamore
Mexican Sycamore
Mexican Plum
Sawtooth Oak
Bur Oak
Cow Oak
Nuttall Oak
Live Oak
Eve's Necklace
Bald Cvpress"
American Elm

Scientific Name
Acer barbatum
Acerrubrum
Betula nigra
Callistemmon
Carya iIIinoinensis
Cercis canadensis 'Texensis'
DioslJvros texana
/lex decidua
flex opaca
lIex vomitoria
!lex x 'Savannah'
Li uidambar styracifluB
Magnolia grandiflora
Ma(mofia arandiflara 'Little Gem'
Magnolia vi(Qiniana
Pinus elfiottii
Pinus taeda
Pistacia texensis
Platanus occidentafis
Platanus mex;cana
Prunus Mexicana
Quercus acutissima
Quercus macroca~ a
Quercus michauxii
Quercus nuttalfii
Quercus vir iniana
Sophora affinis
Taxodium Distichum
Ulmus Americana

i
i ;Name
IAj uga sp.

,

I Ve rbena
il
Yucca
iii no Juniper
ilina Lantana
iope
Dwarf Nandina
<atie RUellia
Yucca

•

. OSP.
I

osp.
lantana sp.
liriope sp.
I Nandina sp.
IRuellia eleaans
I Yucca so.
;sp.

: omm'on Name
I
i
Gamma

, :Name
lSP.

I
curvala

'urple
ISand
IFiber Optic Grass
IPurple Autumn
lebra
IMuhly
Litlle Bunny

i
i
i cernua
; sinesis
; sinesis 'Zebri'
, sp.
I
i
i
i

i

~ ~
i I

Trumpel ;reeper
Coral
I
I Wisteria
IVirainia Creeper

:amsis

i

,

i

,Melleti a

~ ~e
Abel ia
(arrow
I
3ulterlly Bush

IAbelia sp.
i I SP.
i I sp
IBudIdlea davidii
Ii
i
; sp.

,

,
Indian Blanket
I Bush
Hu
i
Burton Holly
Yaupon Holly
Dwarf Yaupon Holly
uniper

'SD.

I sp .
i
I Hamelia palens
IIlex cornula
i
Illex
I llex
'nana'
i

,

;sP .

Lantana sp.
I I msp.
Liatrus SP .

'exas SaDe
urK's cap
I
Daisy
Vax Mvrlle
Jandina
lue

,

I

I

Mvrica cerilera
i
I
i
Punica

I
, i

,

~usan

lwarf
I
!ealv Blue Saae
,utumn Saoe
!exican Sage
-X
i _aurel
I Bridal Wrealh Spirea
Yellow 8ells

i >sp
Sabal minor
Salvia
i
;alvia oreooii
;alvia
i

I

;pirea
i
ecoma Slans

ra
i

I So
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Site Planning

Landscape Design

Lot Coverage

T he Westwood Master Plan provides a system of linear,
naturalistic detention features that connect existing lakes
and natural amenities to prevent native areas from being
destroyed during development. In opposition to traditional
detention approaches that pipe stormwater out to the furthest
edges of a site, Westwood's greenway maximizes the effects
of natural topography to link together highly programmed,
internalized water management and detention facilities.
A more natural approach to landscaping and stormwater
management can reinforce the identity of Westwood and
ultimately save money.
The provision of open spaces along major and minor arterials
also promotes natural solutions to noise issues that may
include berms, mounds, swales or tree lined connectors that
screen residential uses from traffic noise and air pollution.

Minimize impervious coverage to reduce the need for
energy and water consumption.
Site stormwate r management facilities in parks and open
space When a benefit to the surrounding area and/or
1
water ,quality is demonstrated.
Programming

Utilize parks, open spaces and natural areas as buffers
between incompatible uses or as a means of maintaining
natura l viewsheds.

Implementation
Fencing and Landscaping

Low impact development (LID) techniques such as rain
barrels, cisterns, rain gardens, naturalized landscaping,
porous pavement and roof gardens are encouraged.
Infrastructure systems , including mobility, water and
wastewater systems , shou ld be designed to withstand the
effects of flooding , storm surges, high winds and debris.
All major roadways should have appropriate landscaping
feature that minimize noise and pollution.

Native, drought tolerant planting and landscape treatment are highly encouraged.

DESIGNWORKSHOP
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Implementation

Lighting and Site Furnishings
The unique character of Westwood can be enhanced by
providing for seating areas and high-quality street furniture.
This can improve the pedestrian reta il and shopping
experience for residents and visitors alike. Well-des igned
lighting features for the Westwood community can help to
accomplish two objectives. First, lighting helps to create a
safe environment for pedestrians. Secondly, lighting also
has the ability to set the aesthetics of a space, creating an
ambiance that is inviting for guests. Therefore, ample lighting
should be provided along all roadways, pedestrian pathways
and in parks and opens spaces.

Energy conservation shall be emphasized when
designing any lighting system. Energy~efficient fixtures
(e.g. LED technology) are strongly encouraged.
Streetlights shall be located and installed in conformance
with the League City Code of Ordinances.
Street lighting materials and installation shall conform to
recommended practices for street and highway lighting
as established by the Illuminating Engineer's Society.
Garage entry ways and commercial loading zones must
be lit by individual fixtures mounted to each garage andl
or dwelling unit that shall be automated to illuminate
automatically from dusk to dawn.
Each dwelling unit must also have the house number
visibly illuminated.
Benches, trash receptacles and all streetscape
furnishings should be high quality and contribute to the
unique branding and character of Westwood.

Lighting and site furnishings can be customized to create
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a ullique community character and brand for Westwood.
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Site Planning

Safety and Security

Setbacks, Massing and Orientation

Studies have shown that indi viduals are far less likely to
commit crimes if they feel that someone w ill be able see them
comm it the crime .5 Lighting and landscape design plays an
important role a community's ability to prevent crime through
environmental design.

Site plans should avoid designs that have small alcoves,
dark corners, or areas that might provide hiding spots.
Commercial areas shou ld be laid out to maximize a
feeling of comfort and security.
Lot Coverage

This can be done using a multitude of design and
landscaping techn iques that help to increase citizens' ability
to "see and be seen". Walkways, lighting, signage and
landscaping can be utilized to clearly guide people to and
from the proper entrances to parks, commercial venues and
other destinations w ithin the development. The goal is not
necessarily to keep individuals out, but to efficiently direct the
flow of people while decreasi ng the opportunity for crime.
Neglected and poorly maintained properties or landscaping
are breeding grounds for unwanted activity. Special
landscaping and signage that enable users of an area to
develop a sense of ownership over connector parks and other
gathering areas will help protect the safety and security of
community residents.
Lig hting and good visibility are a community's biggest asset in
reducing crime. Gathering spaces Westwood should enhance
natural surveil lance through good lighting. Expansive, dimly
lit parking lots deter reta il and office centers that promote
outdoor acti vity such as eating and walking. This means extra
emphasis should be given to refuse, recycling, service and
loading areas due to the ir flow of vehicle and foot traffic.

Paving treatments that cali attention to public spaces is
strong ly encouraged.

Implement ation
Facade Treatment

Entryways to buildings and plaza spaces should be well
lit and clearly marked with landscaping, architectural
detailing and sign age.
Signage and windows should be placed so that they do
not obscure views into or out of businesses.
Glazing should not prevent individuals from seeing inside
a building.
The use of reflective or dark-tinted glass is discouraged,
especially at ground level in commercial areas, because
it prohibits transparency and lacks the visual interest of
clear window openings.
Fencing and L a ndscaping

Parks, open spaces, residential and commercial areas
should avoid opaque fencing or solid wall partitions that
create dark areas.
Fencing above 48 inches in height shou ld be semitransparent.

5 Htlp:llwww.cptedsecurity.comlcp/ed_design_guidelines.htm

Fencing should be avoided and public spaces shou ld be lit 10 ensure Ihe safety and security of residents.
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Setbacks, Massing and Orientation

Homes for Westwood residents should be oriented so that
energy consumption is minimized during both the summer
and winter seasons. When properly sited, homes in the w inter
allow sunlight in, yet provide much needed porch overhangs
and shaded areas during the hot summer months. Just as
homes should be built to take advantage of sun angles, they
should also be positioned to benefit from Westwood's natural
w ind flows. Similarly, strategies for architecture should be
responsive to League City 's climate and weather patterns.
Th is CQuid include, but is not limited to, strategies for building
massing, composition, roof eave details, wi ndows, doors and
porches.

It is recom mended that buildings be oriented so that thei r
shortest facades face east or West.

Implementation
Facade Treatment

Every effort should be made to shade southern facades
of buildings.

Homes should be oriented so that facades face east or west.
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